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Know your development indicators 

Gross Domestic Product – the total value of goods and services produced 
by a country in a given year 

Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) – the actual value of what it will buy in 
local prices 

Life expectancy – the average number of years a person can expect to live 
(at time of birth) 
Poverty line – the minimum level of income required to meet a person’s 
basic needs 

Dependency Ratio:  the proportion of people who are too young (0-14) or 
too old (>65) to work. The lower the number , the greater the number of 
people able to work. 
Infant mortality – the number of children per 1000 live births who die 
before their first birthday 

Access to safe drinking water – the percentage of the population with 
access to an improved water supply 

Maternal mortality – the number of mothers per 100 000 who die in 
childbirth 

Being underfed – The percentage of the population who do not consume 
at least 2000 calories per day 

Literacy rate – the percentage of the population aged over 15 who can 
read and write. 

Since the Brandt report there has been some significant changes: 
• Rapid economic development in Latin America, creating a group of middle income 

countries (MICs) – including Brazil, Peru and Chile 

• Equally rapid development in many south-east Asian countries such as Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia. Much of this growth was due to the global shift 
in manufacturing by many US and American TNCs. (The Asian Tigers have often 
been referred to as Newly Industrialising Countries. 

• Rapid industrialisation of China and India in the 2000s – known as Rapidly 
Industrialising Countries (RICs). 

The Brandt Report (1980) outlined two major groups of countries:  
• a group of wealthy countries in North America, Western Europe, Japan and 

Australasia (High Income Countries) 
• A second group of much poorer countries in South or Central America, Africa and 

Asia (Low Income Countries) 

Measuring Development: Composite Indicators:  
-The UN has developed a composite indicator, which looks at more than one indicator at once.  

-The HDI, the human development index, measures development according to three main factors and then ranks the countries from 1 to 188.  

-These factors are life expectancy, average number of years in school and GNI per capita (adjusted according to how much a dollar would buy in 
different countries).  

-These measures are designed to look at all three aspects of the quality of life.  
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1. What is meant by the term ‘life expectancy’?  

2. What is ‘dependency ratio’? 
 

 

3. What is ‘infant mortality’? 
 

 

4. What is a composite indicator? 
 

 

5. What does HDI use when measuring levels of 
development? 

 

6. Twenty of the world’s poorest countries are in 
which continent? 

 

7. What did the Brandt report show? 
 

 

8. Since the Brandt report, there have been some 
significant changes. 
a) Where has a group of middle income 

countries developed? 
b) Why has the Asian Tigers developed? 

 

9. How might the development indicators listed 
change over time as a country develops? 

 

10. What is Purchasing Power Parity? 
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Indicator 2010 data 

Death rate (per 1000) 12.8 

Infant mortality (per 1000 live 

births) 

79 

Life expectancy (years) 52.3 

Maternal mortality (per 100 000 

birth) 

460 

Male / Female adult literacy % 81% / 69% 

Exports Imports Debt total 

Value: $1.3 billion (2014) 
Goods sold:  
Tobacco (53%), tea, sugar, 
cotton, coffee, peanuts, and 
wood products 
Sold mainly to: 
Developed and emerging 
countries: Canada 12.4%, South 
Africa 6.7%, USA 6.4%, Russia 
6.3%, Germany 6.1%, South 
Korea 4.3%. 
Developing countries: Zimbabwe 
9.4%, Zambia 6.1% 

Value: $2.5 billion (2014) 
Goods bought: 
Food, petroleum products, 
consumer goods, transport and 
equipment 
Bought from: 
Developed and emerging 
countries: South Africa 25.1%, 
China 12.7%, India 12%. 
 
 
Developing countries: 
Zambia 11.7%, Tanzania 4.8% 

$1.729 billion (2014) 
 
$1.487 billion (2013) 

It’s landlocked 

Malawi has no coastline (it’s landlocked), so it has no port from which to import or export goods. 
Nearly all Malawi’s exports (e.g. sugar, tea, tobacco) are shipped out of Nacala in Mozambique, which 
is a slow, expensive journey., 

Impact of AIDs/HIV 

Every year tens of thousands of people die from AIDS – the main cause of adult deaths and a low life 
expectancy. Those dying are mainly in their 20s and 30s – the group which is the most economically 
important. 

Trade 

Malawi can only develop if it can increase trade. Malawi exports raw coffee beans, but could earn 
more money if it roasted them. However, tariffs into the EU make it financially impossible to do so as 
it’s cheaper for coffee-processing companies in the EU to roast their own. 

Impact of climate change 

Climate change could affect Africa more than anywhere causing water shortages as temperatures rise and food 
shortages caused by the variable rainfall and increased drought. Rainfall in Malawi has been much lower since 
2000, the rainy season is shorter, so rivers have dried up and crop yields have fallen. But, when the heavy rains 
arrive they are often intense, destroying valuable crop and making tens of thousands of people homeless. 

Option 1: Faster rail link to coast 

Option 2: Treat HIV 

Option 3: Coffee-roasting factories 
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1. List three of Malawi’s development indicators. 
 

 

2. Why does being landlocked prevent a country 
developing? 

 

3. How might AIDS/HIV prevent Malawi 
developing? 

 

4. In what way is Climate change a barrier to 
Malawi’s development? 

 

5. What is meant by ‘terms of trade’? 
 

 

6. Describe the products that Malawi exports 
 

 

7. Describe the products that Malawi imports 
 

 

8. What is happening to Malawi’s debt every 
year? Why? 

 

9. How does Malawi’s terms of trade prevent it 
from developing? 

 

10. How might each of the proposed options help 
Malawi develop? 
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Rostow believed that countries will pass through five stages of development 
1.Traditional Society – most people work in agriculture, but produce little surplus (extra food that they could sell). 
This is a subsistence economy 

2.Preconditions for take-off – there’s a shift from farming to manufacturing. Trade increases profits which are 
invested into new industries and infrastructure. Agriculture produces cash crops for sale 

3.Take off – growth is rapid. Investment and technology creates new manufacturing industries. Take-off requires 
investment from profits earned from overseas trade. 
4.Drive to maturity – a period of growth. Technology is used throughout the economy. Industries produce 
consumer goods. 
5.Age of mass consumption – a period of comfort. Consumers enjoy a wide range of goods. Societies choose how to 
spend wealth, either on military strength, on education and welfare, or on luxuries for the wealthy. 

Frank believed that development was about two types of global region – core 
and periphery. The core represents the developed, powerful nations of the 
world (i.e. North America, Europe and Australasia) and the periphery consists 
of the other areas, which produce raw materials to sell to the core. The 
periphery therefore depends on the core for its market. He suggests that low-
value raw materials are traded between the periphery and core, and the core 
processes these into higher value products and becomes wealthy. 

Much of India’s growth has been around its 
ports and cities. As this growth takes place, 
people earn money and they spend it – boosting 
demand for housing, jobs and services, which 
creates further jobs. This is the multiplier 
effect.  

Maharastra – the urban core 

Maharastra is India’s richest core region, 
with the largest GDP. It’s economic growth 
has come from: 
• Services - such as banking, IT, call 

centres 

• Manufacturing – half of Mumbai’s 
factory workers make clothing. Other 
industries include food processing, 
steel and engineering 

• Construction – building factories and 
offices 

• Entertainment – e.g. Bollywood 

Bihar – the rural periphery 

Bihar is India’s poorest state. 86% of population is rural, working farming 
where wages are low. Half of Bihar’s household’s live below the poverty 
line and 80% work in low skilled jobs that pay little. Only 59% of Bihar’s 
population has electricity. Other reasons include: 
• Bihar is a caste-based society; 
• School attendance is poor – only 35% of children in one part of Bihar 

go to primary school, and only 2% reach Years 12 and 13. 
• Women are the poorest in Bihar, because they have the lowest literacy 

rates (33%). Uneducated women marry early and have babies before 
they are 20 years old. 

• Most farmers rent their own land paying for it by a system of 
‘sharecropping’. Most farmers work the land by hand and few have 
any surplus available (subsistence agriculture), so have little 
opportunity to invest in machinery. 
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1. Name each stage of Rostow’s model 
 

 

2. Where might the UK, India, Japan and Malawi 
be placed on Rostow’s model? Why? 
 

 

3. Draw a sketch of Frank’s model 
 

 

4. Describe Frank’s dependency theory. 
 

 

5. What is meant by a ‘core region’? 
 

 

6. What is meant by a peripheral region? 
 

 

7. Why has most of India’s growth centred around 
it’s ports and cities? 

 

8. What is the multiplier effect? 
 

 

9. List 6 characteristics of Maharastra. 
 
 

 

10. List 6 characteristics of Bihar 
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The Three Gorges Dam (Top Down Development) 
Aimed to: generate 84.7bn kWh of electricity a year; be used as a navigation route; control the flood risk; develop 
industry and jobs; and provide water for irrigation 

Disadvantages: 

 1.3 million people relocated – including 4 cities, 8 towns and 1200 villages 

 Water quality in the tributaries has deteriorated 

 People given little choice in relocation 

 Increased risk of landslides  and erosion 

 Vast amounts of silt have been deposited in the reservoir, which impacts on farmers downstream 

 Sewage and other pollutants are now trapped in towns and cities as the river flow is much slower. 

 Fears it could change the salt content of the Sea of Japan. 

 Some impact on the climate 

 Scenic quality impacted so less tourism 

 Endangered species such as the river sturgeon and river dolphin may become endangered. 

 Has exceeded original budget. 

 Water height is 175m , extending for 600km and inundated 632km
2
 of land. 

 Devastating local biodiversity. 

Intermediate or appropriate technology – development schemes that meet the needs of local people and 
the environment in which they live. 

The changes we noticed; 
• More young people have time to go to school 
• Teachers are happier to stay in the villages to teach 

• Much less illness, so less spent on medicine 

• Women potters can produce more pots 

• More people cooking food to sell 
• More people selling iced water 
• No more quarrels with neighbouring villages about water 
• People take more pride in the village 

• Cooked foods look much better 
• Visitors can be offered clean drinking water 
• Clothing and homes kept cleaner 
• Much less time taken to fetch water 
• Less far to walk for water, so less tired. 
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1. What is meant by ‘top down development’? 
 

 

2. What were the advantages of the Three Gorges 
Dam (TGP)? List 5. 

 

3. List 5 social disadvantages of the TGP 
 

 

4. List 4 economic disadvantages of the TGP 
 

 

5. List 5 environmental disadvantages of the TGP 
 

 

6. What is meant by ‘bottom up development’? 
 

 

7. Draw a sketch of the biogas digester 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. What are the social, economic and 
environmental benefits of this scheme? 
 
 

 

9. What are the problems with this scheme (the 
biogas digester)? 

 

10. Which scheme is most sustainable? Top down 
or bottom up? Why? 
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Most villages in Tumkur chose the community approach, so that everyone gets 
biogas. The only rule is that the slurry belongs to those with cattle, so they can 
have fertilizer to add to their soil. 
It results in a smoke- and ash-free kitchen. Gas stoves reduce eye and lung 
problems within six months of being installed. 
Women and children are freed from the chore of gathering firewood. They gain 
two hours a day for other activities. That time allows more people to go to school. 
About 80% of families use this time to earn extra income, by up to 25%. Women’s 
self help groups in Tumkur have started plant nurseries in 24 villages and 244 
women are now earning money 
Cow dung is no longer stored in the home, but is fed straight into the biogas 
digester, along with human and kitchen waste 
Sanitation has greatly improved as the fermentation destroys the bacteria that 
cause diseases 

The construction of four million biogas plans has created 200,000 jobs mainly in rural areas 
Cattle are now kept in the family compound making collecting dung easier. Previously, the cattle would have been in the forest, easting saplings and preventing the woodland 
from regenerating. 
The slurry that remains after fermentation is richer in nutrients, so, when added to the soil it guarantees higher crop yields. It also means that no pesticides or artificial 
fertilizers are used in most villages – they are too expensive 
Many villagers have chosen to use biogas to power an electricity generator which can be used to: 
Pump domestic water from a borehole, to provide up to 100,000 litres of clean water daily. 
Pump irrigation water. This means that some farmers get up to three crops of vegetables a year. 
Generating electricity for lighting. 
Many decisions about the biogas plants were made by women. It has allowed them to take part in evening study, literacy classes and other home community activities – giving 
them greater identity and self worth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mumbai, located in the country of India, in the state of Maharashtra on the north west coast of India. Facing the Arabian Sea  

•Wealthiest city in India  

•The city was originally a number of separate islands, which were joined together by a land reclamation (gaining land from the sea) projects 
over 100 years ago  
Importance In India  
•Commercial and Financial capital of India  

•60% of India’s sea trade  

•3million people commute each day to the city. Growth in hi tech industry (call centres, online banking)  

•Contributes 40% of the total income of state Global Importance  

•Most globalised city in SE Asia. It has the largest number of TNCs (inc GlaxoSmithKline, Volkswagen, Walt Disney)  

•Busiest port and airport in India - is a Transport hub (connecting point for transport links) connects all industrialised cities in India. Air and 
ports transport and connect to major cities of the world  

•Largest foreign investment  

•Home to Bollywood, the India Stock Market, hub for smaller businesses inc. design, fashion,  
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1. Why did most villages in Tumkur decide to take 
the community approach? 

 

2. Why does this scheme prevent deforestation? 
 

 

3. Why has sanitation greatly improved? 
 

 

4. Why do more people end up going to school as 
a result of this project? 

 

5. What are the other benefits of the biogas 
digester? 
 

 

6. Name the countries that India shares a border 
with. 

 

7. Where is Mumbai? 
 

 

8. Why is Mumbai an important location (city) 
within India? 

 

9. What does is a ‘transport hub’? 
 

 

10. List the types of jobs available in Mumbai 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAPER 1: GLOBAL GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUES – DEVELOPMENT DYNAMICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transnational Corporations (TNCs) are giant companies operating in 
many countries; they often have their Headquarters in MEDCs and 
factories/branches in LEDCs 

Consolidation involves merging with companies that make similar 
products. 
Conglomeration involves buying companies which make different 
products, to create a ‘conglomerate’ 
 

Foreign Direct Investment. This is where TNCs invest in new factories and transport 
infrastructure in other countries. TNCs can then manufacture goods cheaply and the result is 
a huge growth in exports. 

State-led investment. This is where the government of countries, such as China, use money 
from household savings and overseas trade to fund state-owned companies (controlled by 
the government). Large state-owned companies then borrow money at low interest rates. 

Containerisation 

Globalisation has changed the employment structure of the UK. Many factories closed during 
the 1980s – a process known as deindustrialisation. There has been a number of winners 
and losers: 

• Well qualified men and women benefitted from the growth in financial and public 
services 

• The decline in manufacturing reduced the jobs available for skilled men and women. 
• Fewer apprenticeships available for young people often meant that only low-paid 

jobs were available. 
• Older men and women with unwanted skills struggle to find new well-paid jobs. 

In India, three types of outsourcing have occurred: 

 Call centres. Most Indian call centre employees are graduates 
earning £3000  per year (20% of what BT has to pay in the UK) 

 Software development. Universities such as Bangalore provide 
technically-qualified graduates who enable BT to develop and 
support its broadband  product out of India. 

 Company administration e.g. accountancy 
BT is typical of TNCs that are part of the new economy – based on the sale of 
services rather than manufactured products. Most high income countries 
now earn most of their GDP from the new economy and India’s economy 
has taken advantage of this. Companies in the new economy are not tied to 
a location where raw materials are found. They are ‘footloose ’ – they can 
locate anywhere – as long as high communication links are available e.g. 
superfast broadband. 
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1. Define ‘consolidation’ 
 

 

2. Define ‘conglomeration’ 
 

 

3. Define Foreign Direct Investment 
 

 

4. Which factors have helped the process of 
globalisation? 

 

 

5. In India what types of outsourcing have 
occurred? Why? 
 

 

6. What is the ‘new economy’? 
 

 

7. List three advantages and three disadvantages 
of outsourcing in LEDCs. 
 

 

8. List three advantages and three disadvantages 
of outsourcing in MEDCs 
 

 

9. What does ‘footloose’ mean? 
 

 

10. Who are the winners and losers of 
globalisation? 
 

 

 
 


