
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Ortu Hassenbrook Academy, we have an exciting Literacy initiative which 

aims to continue to develop our students’ literacy skills. Literacy is now, more 

than ever, an integral part of students’ academic development, and an 

essential assessment requirement in all subjects across the curriculum. Hence, 

at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy, we have an uncompromising approach to 

literacy and believe in providing our students with the best possible foundation 

for the future.  

  

This pack is designed to provide you with an outline of the literacy initiatives 

which will be available during your secondary school career at Ortu 

Hassenbrook Academy.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Ortu Hassebrook Academy 

 



Reading at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 

 

What you need to know and do: 

As reading is proven to be such an important factor in child development, and endemic 

to academic success, we encourage all children to develop a healthy relationship with 

books, and to read as much as possible, both in school, and out. Within school, you, and 

your teachers, will be taking part in a whole school initiative called DEAR (Drop 

Everything and Read). At certain times in your day, in any lesson, you will have 20 

minutes to stop whatever you are doing and read for 15 minutes, just for the love of 

reading. In this pack, you will find a summer reading challenge. We encourage all of you 

to spend some time over the summer holidays reading, and completing the challenges at 

the end of this booklet.  

 

When you have finished reading your book, you are encouraged to develop your literary 

experience by thinking about at the following ideas:  

1. What are the main themes in the book? Are there specific issues the book deals 

with? 

2. What is the author’s message to the reader? 

3. How does the author use the characters to present his message? 

4. What tone does the writer use? 

 

 

Library: 

The school has an excellent library stocked with a wide range of reading material, 

and hosts a number of literary events throughout the year, 

such as author visits and reading challenges. World Book 

Day and Book Week activities are abundant and all students 

are encouraged to participate in these events.  

As part of the KS3 curriculum, the English Department has 

fortnightly lessons in the library which are designed to 

encourage students to develop a love of reading for 

pleasure. These are followed up by extensive discussions, 

and provide opportunity for guided reading activities.  

Our library also offers a place for reading for pleasure during 

lunch times where you will have access to all of the 

wonderful genres we have to offer.  
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Some Reading Facts: 

1. Reading helps in every area of smarts: 

 Higher grade point average 

 Higher intelligence 

 General knowledge 

2. Reading enhances memory. 

3. People who read are more likely to get ahead in their careers, and in life in general.  

4. Reading boosts our ability to analyse. 

5. Reading increases vocabulary and improves spelling and grammar 

6. Reading is directly linked to academic success 

 

Read more: http://www.unbelievable-facts.com/2013/09/10-scientific-facts-

about-reading-books.html#ixzz33ZwSUo3f 

http://www.unbelievable-facts.com/2013/09/10-scientific-facts-about-reading-books.html#ixzz33ZwSUo3f
http://www.unbelievable-facts.com/2013/09/10-scientific-facts-about-reading-books.html#ixzz33ZwSUo3f


Writing at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 

 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are now an essential requirement in all GCSE 

exams and curricula. Writing is, thus, a key focus at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy.  

 

 

How we address these at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 

 

WoW & SPaG Spotlight: 

Two key literacy initiatives at Ortu Hassenbrook Academy are the Word of the 

Week (WOW) and SPaG Spotlight (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar). These 

are designed to improve student literacy and ensure our students are continually 

developing their spelling, punctuation and grammar, and improving their 

vocabulary. These are delivered by teachers across the school during form times, 

and students are encouraged to use this new learning and to apply it to their 

writing in all subjects.  

Rewards for using the Word of the Week and SPaG Spotlight are through the 

CARR cards. However, at the end of every half term, pupils are nominated for a 

Literacy Certificate. These nominations come from all subjects and pupils are 

nominated for: effort within literacy, contributions to literacy across the curriculum, 

and achievement within literacy. These certificates are presented formally within 

your assemblies.  

 

Writing Scaffolds:                                                              

All subjects are encouraged to use a range of writing frames to help students 

develop their writing skills. The use of academic language and subject-specific 

vocabulary is also a key focus, and extensive work is done around this.  

  

SPaG Marking: 

At Ortu Hassenbrook Academy, we recognise the importance of marking spelling, 

punctuation and grammar in all subjects. Hence, a rigorous SPaG marking policy is 

in place to ensure that a regular and consistent approach to the marking of SPaG is 

maintained. You will find these marking codes on displays in all classrooms, your 

exercise books and in your planners.  

 

 



Writing competitions & workshops: 

Throughout the year, the Ortu Hassenbrook Academy Literacy team present 

opportunities for all students to be involved in a range of writing competitions and 

workshops. In 2020/2021, we hope to have a number of published writers whose 

works will be available in the school library. We value these opportunities as they 

provide our students with a rich and enhanced curriculum. During 2019/20, we had 

lots of pupils’ work published on Facebook and other social media, shared across 

the school and submitted for national competitions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Writing Facts: 

1. When we write something down with a pen and paper, we stimulate a 

collection of cells known as the RAS. This filters all the information in our 

brain. So, the physical act of writing helps to bring information to the 

forefront and triggers our brain to pay more attention. So, writing helps 

us to remember and understand better. 

2. Copywriting can have a similar effect on the brain as meditation. 

3. Writing Can Help You Think. Linguist Walter Ong claims that writing is 

necessary to help the human mind achieve its full potential. When we 

write, we are able to think things through and concretize ideas and link 

different ideas together. So, never go for a job interview, or a college 

interview, without first writing your ideas down! 

4. But did you know, writing can also help you to feel good! James 

Pennebaker, who is a cognitive psychologist did reseach in the area and 

discovered that writing helps people heal emotional wounds.  So, the next 

time you feel a little sad, why don’t you try writing down how you feel – 

maybe as a diary entry, or a poem, or even a short story with a character 

based on yourself! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is your challenge for the summer: 

 

Pick your favourite book, or even a new book you have been waiting to find the 

time to read, and have a go at the following challenges: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) The author— research what else this author has written. 

2) How successful were the other books by this author? 

3) Who was your favourite character in the book? 

4) Explain in a brief paragraph why this character was your favourite. You may 

want to think about their personality, what they do, what they like, their 

relationships with the other characters, and what qualities they 

demonstrate. 

 

5) Create a ‘passport’ of your favourite character, outlining the following: 

Name, age, gender, date of birth, country of origin, residence and personality. 

 

6) Write a summary of the book—its plot, settings and characters 

7) Did you enjoy the book? If so, explain why. If not, explain why. 

8) Write a blurb for your book. 

9) Write a review of the book, describing briefly a summary of the plot, the main 

character/characters, your opinion of it, and how you would rate it. 

10) What was your favourite passage in the book? Why? Explain in detail. 

 

Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 

 SUMMER 
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