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April 2019
Dear Parent/Carer,
This spring term has drawn to a close with Easter fast approaching. We have had a busy term, as you will have seen from all our
Academy news. Staff and students continue to focus on ‘What it means to be a good learner’ and the ‘attributes of a good learner:
resilience, reflectiveness, activity, collaboration’, and our code of conduct ‘respectful, responsible and ready to learn’.
Our Year 11s are now focussed on their upcoming public examinations and will be in school for the first week of the Easter holiday for
revision sessions. Their schedules have been sent to parents.
We welcome some new staff to the academy next term: Ms Tunay- Maths teacher, Ms Cynthia Edusi - Lead Practitioner Science and
Mr Kennedy - Geography teacher.
Please make sure students come back to school in the correct uniform, check the pupil planner and website for details.
A reminder, parent surgery is as always on Wednesday 5pm -6pm. There is no need for an appointment.
Finally, the last day of term, Friday 5th April, is a half day. Pupils are dismissed at 12:35pm and the school bus will leave at 12:45pm. We
resume school on Tuesday 23rd April; registration is at 8:40am and school finishes at 2:45pm, normal time.
I wish you a Happy Easter and thank you as always for your support.
Joanne Williams
Headteacher
KARIS MAY DARLING FOUNDATION
Three students were nominated for the Karis May Darling Angel Award at the beginning of this
year and we are very proud to announce that, Matthew Southern, Joshua Attfield and Amellia
Humberstone were all lucky winners! These 3 students have continued to work hard even though
they had some personal difficulties to overcome. Their attendance improved to an expected standard and they have sustained to achieve and work to the best of their ability. Well done to all three.
Thank you to John and Kerri Darling at the KMD Foundation for recognising our students at
Hassenbrook Academy achievements and presenting them with their certificates and greatly
appreciated prizes.
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Year 7

Neve Elliott

Gracie Collins

Faisal Ghanizadeh

Year 8

Salem Mubiala

Libby Fletcher

Harry Marsh-Young

Yr8 Parents Evening
2nd May 2019

Year 9

Emily Coveney

Alfie Raven

Lauren Hales

Year 10

Kayleigh Clark

Ryan Fuller

Gracie Lowe

Yr10 Parents Evening
16th May 2019

Year 11

Mark McAlear

Nathaniel Barrett

Ramona-Nicoleta Ion

Headteacher’s Surgery

Every Wednesday
5pm-6pm

SPRING 1ST HALF TERM
Don’t forget, we are running our Attendance League. This is a competition that runs weekly.
Depending on what your attendance percentage is for the week, depends on if you get entered for
the prize draw at the end of each half term. Posters explaining the Attendance League are up in your
Tutor rooms. If you have any questions, ask your tutor.

JUNIOR BOYS BASKETBALL
On the 15th January the Junior Boys Basketball Team went to Harris Academy Riverside for their first league match of
2019. The match started with Hassenbrook immediately taking a strong lead, with Joel, Gabriel and Bernardas all scoring
points to give us a 19 point lead by the end of the quarter. The next 2 quarters continued in the same way, with
Hassenbrook rotating their players regularly to keep the match fast paced. The final quarter saw Hassenbrook further extend their advantage and cap off an excellent defensive performance, including dozens of rebounds from Gabriel and Jonathan S. The final score was 70 - 5 to Hassenbrook.
The Junior Basketball Team then played St Cleres on Tuesday 22nd January in their first home match of the season. Hassenbrook had a large squad for the match which meant there were plenty of substitutions to keep all players fit and playing
at a high tempo. Hassenbrook instantly took a strong lead with Joel Tokan, Gabriel Aduroja and Felix Annan all scoring
points in the 1st quarter, and this continued into the 2nd and for the rest of the match. The Hassenbrook defence worked
hard to deny St Cleres easy Baskets and this, coupled with fast ball movement and good shooting lead to Hassenbrook winning the match 47 -31. The Year 8s of Jonathan Oboh and Jonathan Onafuye both had good games and debutant
Harrison Blake had a great 1st match for the team which included scoring his first Basket.
The team played their semi-final match on Tuesday 26th February at home against Harris Chafford Hundred and it was not
a disappointment. Both teams started the match aggressively, showing strong defensive set-ups and fast ball movement to
make it a great game to watch. Harris carved out a first half lead of 7 points despite resilient play and points from Captain
Joel Tokan, and the rest of the squad. Hassenbrook then changed their defensive strategy and this lead to Gabriel Aduroja
and Jonathan Sanyaolu being able to win far more rebounds and Hassenbrook had far more of the ball. In the second half,
Hassenbrook clawed back the points needed, basket by basket, with the lead changing hands a number of times, until with
11 seconds remaining in the match they were down by just 1 point. It was at this point that captain Joel Tokan drew the
foul and stepped up to the line the sink his free throws and put Hassenbrook in the lead. Hassenbrook then quickly
stripped Harris of the ball with some excellent defensive pressure and Gabriel drew the foul to once again go to the
free-throw line. Gabriel hit one of his free throws and Harris couldn't score with the remaining 3 seconds on the clock.

JUNIOR BOYS LEAGUE FINAL
After their thrilling semi-final win, the Hassenbrook Academy Junior Basketball team arrived at the final in high spirits and
with great ambition for a medal. Strengthened by the involvement of Leia Edwards, the Hassenbrook team started the
match at speed, moving the ball around quickly and creating multiple scoring opportunities. Ockendon however had two
very talented players who were able to break through the Hassenbrook defence multiple times and carve out a lead by the
end of the 1st quarter. The second quarter continued in this fashion, with Hassenbrook creating loads of chances but only
scoring a few and Ockendon continuously finding the basket through their star players. At half-time the defensive strategy
was changed, and with some encouraging words from coach, Tife Falayi, the team went out to change the game. The second
half was a much closer game, with baskets being scored by both sides and a high level of defensive work rate on show. The
final whistle saw Hassenbrook lose the match, however leave with a settle to score as they await the start of their Senior
League campaign.

NETBALL
YR7 NETBALL RESULTS
Hassenbrook 15 Ormiston Park 3
Hassenbrook 16 Harris Riverside Academy 0
Hassenbrook 7 Harris Chafford Academy 7
The Year 7 girls netball team have had a really good first season of
playing netball together. The girls have really gelled well as a team.
All the girls constantly support each other and are really positive.
This excellent team work really does look promising for the next
season. Keep up the good work ladies!

BASKETBALL—YR7
The Year 7 Basketball team started their season on Thursday 17th January with a home game against Harris Academy
Riverside. The match started with both teams battling hard for rebounds and moving the ball around the court quickly with
good passing. Riley Hawker especially worked hard to get lots of rebounds and good passing from JJ Hart, Ashley Roope
and Faisal Ghanizadeh meant that Hassenbrook were able to make scoring chances. Harris Riverside were a strong team
with a number of matches already played and so were able to find small gaps in the Hassenbrook defence which gave them
a half-time lead. In the second half, there was lots of hard work on show, especially from Faisal, Riley and Owen
Humphries. Riley and Archange Mubiala continued to fight hard to win rebounds however as Hassenbrook tired, Harris
were able to extend their lead. Harris Academy Riverside ended up winning the match however the Man of the Match
performance went to Riley Hawker for his exceptional work rate, large number of rebounds and his basket scored.

BODY WORLDS EXHIBITION

FOOTBALL

Archie Byrne playing for the District
team. They beat Waltham Forest 2-1,
with Archie scoring the winning goal!

In January and April, Year 10 and Year 11 GCSE PE and Cambridge National
students visited Gunther von Hagen’s Body Worlds Exhibition. The
exhibition gave students the opportunity to look at a variety of different
body systems on real human bodies which have been preserved using a
technique, which replaces water and
fat in the body with plastics, called
plastination. Students gained a greater
understanding as to how complex body
systems work with an emphasis on
their learning and understanding. The
students very much enjoyed the
experience.

INVIGILATORS REQUIRED
Examination Invigilators required to join our team of Invigilators to implement examination procedures and ensure proper conduct of
students during examination sessions at various times throughout the academic year assisting with the smooth running of exams. The
successful candidates will need to be conscientious, reliable and punctual, highly flexible and able to relate to learners. Full training will
be provided. We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expect all staff to share
this commitment. An enhanced DBS will be required for this post together with at least 2 written references. Please visit our website
www.hassenbrook.org.uk to download details and an application form or email admin@hassenbrook.org.uk and an application pack will
be sent.

The re-opening of the library is upon us and as you
know many of our pupils use this valuable
resource during their break and lunch times. They are
able to read, use the computers and play card or
boards games. Unfortunately, the games are starting to
dwindle due to missing items. Could I ask that if you
have any board or card games you no longer play,
gathering dust in the cupboards at home, that you donate them to library to be loved and enjoyed by many
of the pupils who will appreciate whatever you may be
able to give?

SYMBOLIC PORTRAITS—FEBRUARY 2019
GCSE Art & Design 10 hour mock exam

ART TRIP TO THE TATE GALLERY
FEBRUARY 2019
The Year 11 Art pupils visited the Tate Modern Art Gallery in London as
part of their GCSE Art prep work for their ‘REFLECTIONS’ assignment.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT CARE HOME VISIT
On the 4th March, Miss Waters took the school Choir 'Pitch Perfect', along with other singers
and musicians to Tomwood Hall Care home. We entertained the residents of the local care
home who joined in singing along at every opportunity. We really enjoyed the experience joining
the residents for tea and cake afterwards.

PiXL SPANISH CONFERENCE 2019

Yr11 Spanish students attended the
PiXL Spanish Conference, which was
held at the Oval.

During February half term 18 pupils from Hassenbrook Academy visited Oberau, in Austria, for an action
packed week. The pupils spent six days learning to ski in beautiful conditions and all mastered red slopes and
some even managed black runs at the end of the week. The trip also involved evening activities, which
included everyone taking part in a torch light toboggan run followed by hot chocolates all round, taking a
horse drawn carriage around the local village and going to a swimming pool with a wave machine and some
extreme flumes. They also went bowling and all the pupils scored highly. Everyone had a really enjoyable
week learning new skills and meeting new people with the students showing great resilience and never gave up
trying to master a new skill. They were a credit to the Academy.

WORLD BOOK DAY
Thursday 7th March saw us celebrate World Book Day. Lots of the staff joined
in the fun and dressed up as characters from their favourite books: we had The Tiger Who Came to Tea; Sherlock Holmes; Cruella de Vil and many
others. Can you guess who they were?
The students received an assembly based around the importance of reading
and the difference it makes in terms of GCSE results and consequently job
prospects. They were also invited to complete a cryptic book quiz where they
had to identify the book, the author and then three key events from the plot - there were some surprisingly
good responses which showed a lot of knowledge about books. Students also were invited to match the member
of staff to their favourite book...this turned out to be trickier than some students thought it would be. All
students had a great day remembering that reading is fun!

YR11 MOCK INTERVIEW DAY

Year 11 had their Mock Interview day on the 8th March All the students looked extremely
smart in their business dress and the external interviewers were very impressed with the high
standard of aspiration and confidence that Hassenbrook pupils displayed.

PiXL ENGLISH CONFERENCE 2019

On Thursday 21st March, Mrs Benedetti and Mr Walker took 18 Year 11 pupils to a conference in Limehouse to help
improve their understanding of the demands of their English language GCSE. The session saw a number of schools gather at the Troxy Theatre to learn some new approaches to reading and writing from expert teachers. The event was
well received by the pupils, who found some of the new strategies really helpful! One Year 11 student said that “I had
never thought to create an image in my head whilst reading” and that she found this new approach “really helpful”. In
addition to the strategies taught, the pupils enjoyed some motivational speaking from Action Jackson, a social media
entrepreneur who gives inspiring speeches to young people. He was a hilarious character, whose message of self-belief
and determination was well-received by the pupils. On a final note, the behaviour and effort of all 18 pupils was superb
throughout the day. They actually stood out when compared to a number of other school groups on the day.

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
LEIA EDWARDS—YR8
A huge congratulations to the rising Basketball super star Leia Edwards. Leia has had some amazing news, she has been
selected for the U14 England Girls basketball team. Leia currently plays for Newham Young Blood as a small forward or
power forward. She has even made an appearance for the boy’s school team this year. She will be attending an England
U14 camp in April and May. Leia will be performing in a 2 tournaments in June and August, one in Valencia and the other
in Copenhagen. Well done super star and good luck!
GRACE CATTERICK—YR9
Grace was put forwards for the Thurrock Netball development Academy. Where she had to attend a
screening netball session. Grace was very successful and has been selected to participate in the Netball
development programme. This programme will allow Grace to enhance her court skills and hopefully be
eligible for regional selection then the Youth National Super League trials. Well done Grace!

MOLLY BLAKE and JESSIE BLAKE
Well done to these two sisters, they both competed in the “Open British Ju-Jitsu competition” Molly,
in Year 10, won 4 gold medals on the day for Weapons Kata, continuous sparing 3 lots of 2 minute
rounds, Ground Fighting and Open Hand Kata. Jessie Blake, in Year7, won the gold in her age group
for Continuous Fighting.

Year 10 Girls Football News
Congratulations to the following Year 10 football players Amelia Humberstone,
Louise Norman and Amaree Charles. The 3 girls play for St Clere’s Whites
U15 (orange shirts). They played in the Presidents Cup Semi finals on Sunday
10th March and they won 6-2. The girls will play the Cup Final on the 19 th May.
We wish them good luck and bring that cup home!

EASTER REVISION TIMETABLE
Day/Date

Subject

Teacher

Time

Monday 8th April

Maths

Maths Department

9am-12:30pm

Drama

Miss Chattaway

12:30pm-3pm

History

Mr Pritchard

9am-12pm

English

Miss Baxter

12:30pm-3pm

Art

Mrs Mitchell

9am-12:30pm

Music

Miss Waters

9am-12pm

PE

Mr Stevenson

9am-12pm

PE

Mrs Taylor

9am-1pm

Media

Mrs Benedetti

9am-2pm

French

Mr Kaba

12pm-2pm

Tuesday 9th April

Wednesday 10th April

Thursday 11th April

Friday 12th April

SCIENCE WEEK
Science were celebrating Science week with events during lunch time. Students made rockets and managed to
successfully launch them, using the idea of pressure in liquid and gases. They also designed and made their own
perfume, using various types of fragrances and following the method accurately. Ten year 7 students dedicated
their lunch times to plan the events which took them three months. Isabelle Dawson and Oliver Ford took the
leading roles in organising and managing the events and the other eight students, who took part in making the
activities successful. They also used the opportunity to work with older students like Head Boy Bailey Pumfleet
to advertise the events.

