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DIARY DATES 

 

Year 11 Parents’ 

Evening  

22nd November 2018 

4.30pm-7.30pm 

 

Christmas Fayre 

30th November 

2.45pm-6pm 

 

GCSE Presentation 

Evening 

12th December 

 

Christmas break 

  20th December  -  return 

on the 3rd January 2019 

CHARITY WEEK AT HASSENBROOK 

 
On the last week before the October half term, our Student Leadership 

Team organised and ran a week filled with events and activities to raise 

money and have some fun. The first three days we had various sporting 

activities: basketball, football and netball shootouts which brought students 

and staff together in competition with each other and everyone had great 

fun playing while collecting donations from everyone who participated. On 

the Thursday, we held a music concert with acts from students and teach-

ers (Ellie Clarke, Ben Lloyd, Ms Waters and Ms Chattaway). The concert 

was a huge success and the whole drama studio was filled with people who 

wanted to watch and donate money. Finally, there was our long awaited 

non-uniform day, where both students and some members of staff gave £1 

each to our charities to wear 

clothes of their choice to school for the day. It was great fun and we was 

pleased to hear positive feedback about the day from staff, commenting 

on the continued good behaviour of students. We might be seeing more 

events like this in future soon, due to the success of the whole week. 

 

In total, over the five days, we raised a total of £790.86, which is a figure 

to be hugely proud of and shows a real sense of giving and commitment 

to charity. We would like to thank everyone who participated in these 

events and helping contribute towards the Charity Week which was an 

incredible event that will be a proud part of Hassenbrook’s history. 

Hassenbrook Attendance League 
 

Don’t forget, we are running our Attendance League. This is a competition that runs 

weekly. Depending on what your attendance percentage is for the week, depends on if 

you get entered for the prize draw at the end of each half term. 

 

Posters explaining the Attendance League are up in your Tutor rooms. If you have any 

questions, ask your tutor. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DAY/TIME 
LUNCH 

13:00 – 13:30 

AFTER SCHOOL 

14:50 -15:50 

MONDAY 
Boys’ Basketball  

(MR STEVENSON) 

Badminton  

(MR STEVENSON) 

TUESDAY 

Girls’ Football 

(MRS DAY) 

  

Netball 7/8 (MRS TAYLOR) 

Netball 9/10/11 (MRS DAY) 

Football -7/8 MR WALKER 

Football - MR STEVENSON 

WEDNESDAY 

 

GCSE PE Revision/AEP  

(MRS TAYLOR) Room 52 

 

Indoor 5-a-side football  

(MR STEVENSON) 

  

 

THURSDAY 

5-a-side football (MRS DAY) 

Basketball (MRS TAYLOR) 

Table Tennis (MR STEVENSON) 

Boys Football – all years (MR STEVENSON) 

Netball 7-11 (MRS DAY/MRS TAYLOR) 

FRIDAY 
Indoor Athletics (Mrs Day) 

Yr7 & Yr8 

  

Cambridge National Sports Science Intervention 

(MRS DAY) 

 

Trampolining (MR STEVENSON) 

  

PE EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS  
For all activities, meet in the PE changing rooms. 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY BANNER 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hub Group designed and created a banner for Remembrance Day. The students used many 

different art media to produce poppies and letters. Working together, they produced an amazing 

banner. 



 

SRI LANKA 2018 
 

In July 2018 ten Year 10 students were very excited as they 

arrived at Hassenbrook to start their long journey to Sri Lanka. 

After having a quick stop off at Dubai International Airport, they 

boarded the plane for the final leg of their 14 hour flight to 

reach their final destination. 

 

On arrival in Ambalangoda the students were greeted in the 

traditional Sri Lankan way with fresh flower garlands. They were 

then able to rest and settle into their hotel which would be 

their home for the next five days. 

 

The following morning the group were given their volunteering 

itinerary. The students had been tasked with helping to paint and 

restore a Buddhist Temple and in the afternoons, for the first 

three days, visit and work with a small group of Sri Lankan 

school children teaching them different games and songs from 

England.  Our students found this part of the trip particularly rewarding. 

 

On Day 4 the group were given the opportunity to visit an elephant sanctuary, where elephants 

from across Sri Lanka had been rescued and were being cared for. The students had the 

opportunity to wash the elephants with coconut husks in a local river, one of the many highlights 

of the trip. 

 

On Day 5 the students visited a Turtle Conservation project and, again, had an 

amazing experience. The group learned about the many different species of 

turtle and how the Project looks after turtle eggs and, once hatched, releases 

them back into the sea. The guide explained that out of every 100 turtles 

hatched, only 2 make it into adulthood. The group were very lucky to have the 

privilege of releasing 12 baby turtles back into the 

sea. 

 

 

 

 



SRI LANKA 2018 (cont/d) 
 

Nuwara Eliya: A mountainous area with stunning scenery, where the students visited a waterfall 

and climbed Mini Adams Peak (1141m high) to experience incredible views from the summit.  

 
Ella: The students visited a tea plantation and learnt about the tea making process from start to 

finish. The group then sampled the tea made at the plantation, along with a slice of cake (of 

course!). On the way down the mountain the students saw many flower sellers, one of whom ran 

the whole way down the mountain struggling with his load of flowers. The group couldn’t watch 

him struggle anymore, so bought his whole load of flowers! 

 

Kandy: A very busy city where the group got to do some much needed shopping for home. 

Kandy is famed for sacred Buddhist sites and the group visited the Temple of the Tooth, a shrine 

for a famous elephant. 

 

The places and experiences the students enjoyed were truly amazing, along with fantastic 

memories of such an awe inspiring and beautiful country. 
 

Why don’t you find out for yourself and come with us in July 2019? 

Hassenbrook students go to New York and Washington DC as part of the 

Think Global Education Programme 

 

Three Year 10 students Taylor Knight, Brook Freeman, Reuben Searle 

and Mrs Keeble (Deputy Headteacher) made up part of a 34 person 

team from Thurrock who participated in this year’s Think Global 

oversees visit to New York and Washington DC. They went on 

Monday 27th August and returned on Sunday 2nd September 2018. 

Other Thurrock schools represented were Hathaway Academy, 

Ormiston Academy, Harris Academy and Brentwood High School 

(part of the St Cleres Trust). 

 

Think Global is an education programme developed in partnership with schools, colleges and 

universities. Learning is extended outside the classroom, teaching students about global issues 

from human rights, poverty, civil rights and sustainability to world issues. 

 

The 2018 New York and Washington DC project explored the themes of democracy and 

freedom. Students met 9/11 survivors, held a round table discussion with senior officials of the 

City of New York about Youth Leadership and had a tour of the Pentagon to learn about the 

impact of 9/11. It also included visiting famous sites such as the Statue of Liberty, 9/11 Memorial 

and Museum, United Nation Headquarters, Central Station, Times Square, the Empire State 

Building, NY Mayor’s Office, Central Park, the Lincoln Memorial, the White House, Washington 

Memorial and the Pentagon. These were once in a lifetime and life changing experiences for the 

students.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students fully participated in all activities. Taylor was one of 5 students who led the round table 

discussion with the Senior Officials at the NY Mayor’s Office and presented himself in a mature 

manner. Brook found the 9/11 experience had the most impact on him, especially speaking to the 

9/11 survivors. This was a very emotional experience for everyone concerned and there were 

tears from a few staff as well. Rueben was most impressed by the Pentagon as he found this 

experience to be the most interesting. The Pentagon of course was also attacked on that fateful 

9/11 day which saw a series of four coordinated terrorist attacks by the Islamic terrorist group 

Al-Qaeda.                        

 

There were so many amazing experiences which Hassenbrook students, Taylor, Brook and 

Reuben were able to benefit from. Think Global is already planning the 2019 New York 

experience and will be coming into schools around Thurrock during the Autumn Term to talk to 

students. 

THE ROAD TO EAST 
 

Being part of the East England Regional Team is an experience that 

Tife Falayi will never forget. The trials to join this elite team, were 

held in May and, having seen great potential from Tife, the team 

coaches invited him to join. Tife then began an intense and 

exhausting team training schedule and during each of the training 

sessions, which could either be for one day 

or spread over a weekend, deselections 

took place which eventually reduced the 

large group of exceptional players to 12. 

 

Held in September, the Regional 

Development Tournament is the process of 

how players for the England U16 team are 

selected and this took place in Manchester 

at the National Basketball Performance 

Centre. Representing East England, Tife played against talented and skilful 

players and learned a lot as a student of basketball in the East 

programme. Tife hopes that everyone will be able to experience an 

opportunity with their sport or interest as he did. 
 



 



 

 

 

TIFE IN ACTION 
 

Our Deputy Head Boy, Tife Falayi, was recently in action at the Regional Development Tournament. 
 

 

(Add info here—Tife to provide details) 

 

 

 

 

Brook, Reuben & Taylor attend the  

Think Global Presentation Evening with  

Madam Mayor at Thameside Theatre  
 

On Friday 28th September at 4.30–7pm, our three Think Global Diversity Champions, Brook Freeman, Reuben 

Searle and Taylor Knight, all of whom are in Yr10, attended a presentation with Madam Mayor of Thurrock 

(Barbara Rice). They were accompanied by Mrs Keeble (Deputy Headteacher) and CEO Dr Asong who was the 

keynote speaker. Brook, Reuben and Taylor along with Mrs Keeble visited New York and Washington DC 

during the last week of August 2018 as part of an educational project that explored the themes of democracy 

and freedom.  

 

During the presentation our students and Mrs Keeble reflected their experiences of the project to an audience 

made up from parents, family, Think Global representatives and invited guests from other Thurrock Schools and 

Council dignitaries. 

 

Brook’s reflection considered the differences between New York and Washington DC, Reuben reflected upon 

the visit to the Pentagon, Taylor reflected on the lasting impressions made on him from the 9/11 Memorial and 

museum and Mrs Keeble reflected upon the benefits of learning outside of the classroom. 

 

The evening ended with Madam Mayor and Dr Asong presenting certificates to all the students who took part 

and congratulating them. 

 

Think Global is already planning the 2019 New York experience and will be coming into schools around 
Thurrock during the Autumn Term to talk to students.  

 

If any student is interested in joining the 2019 experience, talk to Mrs Keeble. 

 
 

 

 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
 

District Cross County: Hassenbrook Academy students from all year groups participated in the District 

Cross Country at Blackshots Athletics Stadium on Wednesday 7th November and, despite the bleak weather, 

enthusiasm was high and our students were raring to go. The Yr7s opened the event with both boys and girls 
entering strong teams and stand out performances coming from Andre Asiedu who finished 4th, Archie Byrne 

who finished 10th and Elijah Blessing who finished 13th out of nearly 100 competitors. The Yr8s and Yr9s then 

followed in the same footsteps, displaying excellent resilience to the weather conditions and a determination to 

finish as highly as possible. Maeson King, being a year younger than many of his competitors, managed to finish 

in 5th place, as well as other strong performances from Dawson Langan, Bernardas Bartkevicius and Callum 

Laver. Finally the senior team had their chance, with an unfortunate injury preventing Callum Turner from 

achieving a high finish. However, the rest of the team completed the race to further improve Hassenbrook's 

standings in the overall event. We are really proud of all our students who competed and represented our 

academy and are really pleased to have finished 7th overall. 

 

Yr7 Football: The Yr7s played their first match of the season this week against Gateway Academy and lost  

3 - 1 after a hard fought match. Hassenbrook went 1 - 0 down early on, however they battled back and scored 

a good team goal with Archie Byrne providing the finish to make it 1 - 1. The second half was a close affair with 

Gateway scoring 2 scrappy goals to clinch the win. The Y7rs will continue their season later this week against 

William Edwards.  

Man of the Match: Marli Brown, for a very strong performance at left back. 

 

 



SPACE CAMP 2018 
 

Students from Ortu Hassenbrook Academy and Ortu Gable Hall 

School spent their half-term on a once in a life time adventure around 

the stars at Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama, USA.  

 

After a long flight, the adventure started with some local sightseeing 

at Cathedral Caverns, Burritt on the Mountain and the local shopping 

mall, and then it was off to Space Camp where students were moved 

into the habitats (bedrooms) and then instantly into their activities. 

Our students were participating in activities from 9am - 10pm every 

day and these included ore inspiring experiences such as scuba diving 

to simulate zero gravity, realistic space explorations including take off, 

landings and space walks, rocket designing, building and launching and 

a guided tour around the facilities unique 

museum which included equipment from 

the 1969 Moon landing and a full sized 

Saturn 5 rocket. The students spent 5 days 

at Space Camp and all were successful in 

graduating and becoming members of the 

Space Camp Alumni, as well as receiving 

team and individual awards for their team 

work, intelligence and perseverance. With 

their final day in America, students got to visit a local entertainment 

complex, attempt an american eating challenge and watch a college Ice 

Hockey match.  

 

Overall it was a fantastic trip where both sets of students excelled in every challenge they faced 

and had a fantastic experience that they will never forget.  



 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 9 LAKE DISTRICT TRIP—’MAKE IT HAPPEN’ 

 
The first week of the October Half Term saw Ms Heald and Miss Baker take 20 students to the 

Lake District, sponsored by the Make Happen Foundation. Our 20 students were placed into 

teams of 2 groups and during the five days they participated in  - Jog & Dip / Rock Climbing / 

Traversing and jumping off of the cliff face into ice cold water / Sailing / Rowing/ Paddling / Hik-

ing / Camping overnight / Making a camp fire and Tunnelling.  Each pupil had their own  

experiences and fears to face during this time, but all achieved so very much from this outdoor 

trip. It has been a pleasure to see individual personalities shine and others grow. The bonds built 

between the students and the improvements in their team work and communication were  

extremely positive.  We hope that in future we are able to work with ‘Make it Happen’ again, as 

our pupils gained so much both academically and personally. 


