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Introduction
The choices students make for their Year 9 options is the first major step in shaping the next two
years here at Hassenbrook and also their future, whether that be in further education or training.
The courses that we offer are influenced by both the resources available but also by government
policy and Department of Education expectations. We are confident the choices available focus on
quality not quantity whilst being broad and balanced. This will allow students to reach their
potential.
Making the correct choice is essential, this booklet alongside the options evening and one to one
meetings should provide sufficient information for students and parents to make fully informed
choices.
The booklet gives detailed information about each subject studied with an extra feature: “things
you need to be aware of”. This outlines the areas of demand or the requirements of a subject
which could influence decision making. Please be aware of this section on each subject page.
Please utilise the opportunity on options evening to ask questions of our subject specialist
teachers, they will be happy to answer any queries you may have.
The options process begins in March and will take some time, this process requires time for
discussion, consultation, decision making. Ask questions, listen to the advice you are given and
above all give as much as you need to make this important decision.
Good luck.

Mr Lewis, Deputy Headteacher
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Guide
Up to this point in your school career, students have studied the
same subjects as their friends. In Years 10 and 11 students will
continue learning within the framework of the National Curriculum
but you will be able to express certain preferences within it. It is very important though, that
the right choices are made.
What is the Framework?
To ensure that you maintain breadth and balance in what you study, you have to continue with
compulsory core subjects.
1. English
2. Mathematics/Statistics
3. Science
4. Physical Education (Non-examined)
What is the English Baccalaureate (EBacc)?
The EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for further
study and future careers. A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying
subjects included in the EBacc provides students with greater opportunities in further education
and increases the likelihood that a pupil will stay on in full-time education.
The EBacc is:






English Language and Literature
Maths
Science
Geography or History
a language (Spanish)
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Progress 8
Progress 8 was introduced for all schools in 2016 (based on 2016 exam results, with the Progress
8 score showing in performance tables published in 2016/early 2017). The Progress 8 measure is
designed to encourage schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum at KS4, and reward
schools for the teaching of all their pupils. The measure is based on students’ progress measured
across eight subjects: English; mathematics; three other English Baccalaureate (EBacc) subjects
(sciences, computer science, geography, history and languages); and three further subjects, which
can be from the range of EBacc subjects, or can be any other approved, high-value arts, academic,
or vocational qualification.

Online Options Service
This year we are launching our options online service. This programme is run via our school
information package and is totally secure. Students and parents will have the benefit of being able
to select their child’s options, find out about the subject options, make selections from their
assigned options blocks and add reserves, as well as add comments for the school.
Choices can be amended up to the closing date of 21st March 2021. Parents will be sent an email
with a link and a unique invitation code. You will need both of these in order to set up an account
to access your child’s options choices page.
This link will show in your inbox as being sent by noreply@sims.co.uk. The site will only show
the options choices and information on subjects. The student choices page does not contain any
personal information.
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English
Exam board:
English Language: AQA
English Literature: EDEXCEL
Examinations
The course is assessed through four external examinations: two for English Language and two for English
Literature.
Breakdown of English Language Assessment

1 hour 45 minutes

Written exam: 2 papers

80 marks

Paper 1:

50% of GCSE

- Section A – Reading (40 marks)
4 questions – all of which need to be answered

1 hour 45 minutes

- Section B – Writing (40 marks)

80 marks

1 question – must be answered

50% of GCSE

Paper 2:
- Section A – Reading (40 marks)
4 questions – all of which need to be answered
Breakdown of English Literature Assessment
Written exam: 2 papers

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 1: 1hr 45 minutes (50%)
- Section A: Shakespeare - Two questions: part A and part B
(answer both parts (20 marks for each part)

80 marks
50% of GCSE

- Section B: 19th Post-1914 British Drama or Prose (40 marks)
Paper 2: 2hrs 15 minutes (50%)

Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes

- Section A: 19th Century fiction—Two questions: part A and part B
(answer both parts (20 marks for each part)

80 marks

- Section B: Poetry

50% of GCSE

- One question comparing one named poem from Conflict (20 marks)
- One question comparing two unseen contemporary poems (20 marks)

Overview of Course
Year 10 pupils will be pursuing courses during Key Stage Four which will lead to GCSE qualifications in both English
Language and English Literature
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Compulsory Core Subject
GCSE English Language assesses pupils’ skills in both ‘Reading’ and ‘Writing’.
For Reading, they will:
Practise close

analysis of pre and post 1914 non-fiction texts;

Study pre-1914

fiction extracts

Compare non-fiction

and literary non-fiction.

For Writing, they will:
Write descriptions
Write from

and narratives;

specific viewpoints;

Write persuasively to

present an argument.

GCSE English Literature assesses pupils’ ability to read and analyse plays, poetry and prose with an emphasis
on reading whole texts, and exploring them within the framework of the social and historical contexts.
Across both disciplines, students will lear n how to constr uct essays and continue to develop their command
of written and spoken English – inclusive of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

The courses are subject to change, though this would only be in accordance with government policy.
Homework
All units of work are attached to a series of homework tasks. At KS3, homework is primarily research based,
allowing for students to develop a sense of independence. At KS4, homework is based around the development of
exam skills, allowing for students to consolidate their learning.
Revision and Intervention
The department offers a range of revision and intervention sessions at both key stages. These are based on need
and student data. All internal assessments and end of key stage assessments allow time for planning and
preparation. In Year 11, a rigorous timetable for revision is built into the curriculum framework to ensure students
are thoroughly prepared for external examinations.
Careers Options
Advertising copywriter

Personal Adviser

Scriptwriter

Author

Social Researcher

Immigration Officer

Counsellor

Journalist

Welfare Rights Worker

Market Researcher

Public Relations Officer

Teacher
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Mathematics
Exam board: Edexcel
Examinations: Thr ee examinations, two calculator and one non-calculator.
All exams are out of a total of 80 marks.
Overview of Course
The Mathematics curriculum is made up of five main strands (Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of
Change, Geometry and Measure and Probability and Statistics) which are split into the units below.
The course is split into five main components:

Arithmetic

Constructions and Loci


Integers, Indices and Roots



Statistics



Place Value and Rounding



Equations and Inequalities



Fractions



Geometric Reasoning



Percentages





Probability

Sequences, Functions and
Graphs



Formulae and Expressions



Transformations



Area, Perimeter and Volume



Ratio and Proportion

Why should you study this subject?
Mathematics provides a way of viewing and making sense of the world and is required by employers. It is used
to analyse and communicate information and to tackle a range of practical tasks and real-life problems. As one
of the core National Curriculum subjects, every pupil is required to study it at GCSE.
Things you should be aware of
The demands of pupils in Mathematics have increased. A significant proportion of the course now requires
pupils to: memorise formulae, apply skills they have learned to “real life” and functional skills questions, and
respond to questions using full sentences and the correct terminology and methodology.
The examination papers will consist of three types of questions:


AO1 questions—Using and Applying Mathematical techniques



AO2 questions—Reasoning, interpreting and communication skills



AO3 questions—Solving non-routine problems

Mathematics is learnt in cycles, which means that the same topic will be revisited several times however, each
time the level of difficulty is increased. Pupils will be regularly assessed and test results thoroughly analysed
using Quality Level Analysis (QLA). This will provide detailed in depth question by question analysis for every
pupil.
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Compulsory Core Subject
Homework
Homework is set on a weekly basis, on the Dynamic Progress Reporting (DPR) website. Pupils in Years 9 to 11
will be set two homework tasks per week which will require 1 to 2 hours to complete. This will also be
supplemented by Hegarty Maths and on occasions, revision work booklets.
Revision and Intervention
The best way for pupils to revise in Mathematics is through the use of Hegarty Maths and practising past papers
and then learning from the errors. Pupils will be expected to attend one after school session a week during Year
11. The Mathematics department also run Saturday revision sessions and some during the school holidays; these
are historical well attended.
Careers Options
Accountant

Assistant Quantity Surveyor

Teacher

Actuary

Broadcast Engineer

Meteorologist

Aeronautical Engineer

Computer Games Programmer

Operational Researcher

Airline Pilot

Market Research Analyst

Payroll Assistant
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Science
Exam board: AQA
Examinations
Combined Sciences – AQA Trilogy
- 100% Examination – 6 Exam Papers – 1 hour 15 minutes per paper – 60 marks per paper

Qualifications at end of course - Two GCSE grades combined e.g. 6-5 or 7-7
Required Core Practicals – completed during the course and examined in the exam papers
Combined Sciences – Trilogy – 21 core practicals in total for combined (7 Biology, 6 Chemistry, 8 Physics)
Overview of Course
Science is the intellectual and practical activity encompassing the systematic study of the structure and
behaviour of the physical and natural world through observation and experiment.
Why should you study this subject?
In your Key Stage 4 Science course you will build on the knowledge and skills you have developed during key
stage 3. The material you study in key stage 4 allows you to explore how Science is important in your everyday
life.
Key scientific ideas from Biology, Chemistry and Physics run through the course and lead you to develop a deep
understanding of Science, and an ability to apply and communicate this effectively.
During your lessons you will use your knowledge and understanding to learn about and explain every day and
technological applications of Science. You will have opportunities to evaluate the personal, social, economic
and environmental implications of scientific developments in the real world, to think critically about the many
Science reports we see in the media and make decisions based on the evaluation of evidence and arguments.
Things you should be aware of
The GCSE course encourages you to develop your knowledge and understanding through practical work and
you will also practise talking, reading and writing about Science, as well as representing scientific concepts both
mathematically and visually through scientific modelling. Science topics studied at GCSE include:
Biology: cell biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis and response,
inheritance, variation and evolution and ecology
Chemistry: atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding, structure and the properties of matter, quantitative
chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, the rate and extent of chemical change, organic chemistry,
chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere
Physics: energy, electricity, particle model of matter, atomic structure, forces, waves, magnetism and
electromagnetism
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Compulsory Core Subject
Homework
Homework is set to fill in gaps in knowledge and to challenge and stretch individuals to reach their highest
potential grade.
Careers Options

Analytical chemist

Clinical psychologist

Forensic scientist

Animal technician

Clothing/textile technologist

Healthcare scientist

Teacher

Community pharmacist

Hospital pharmacist

Biomedical engineer

Environmental health practitioner

Clinical research associate
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Art & Design
Exam board: Pear son, BTEC Fir st Awar d Ar t and Design
Examinations
There are 4 briefs throughout this course. Three of these will require a final outcome to be produced within 10
hours.
- Brief 1 – Portraiture and Identity. Outcome to be produced in several lessons.

- Brief 2 – Culture. Outcome to be produced in 10 hour mock exam.
- Brief 3 – Externally set exam. Outcome to be produced in 10 hour exam.
- Brief 4 – Portfolio. Outcome to be produced in lesson.
Controlled Assessment
This will be revealed at the beginning of January in Year 11 and will involve both guided learning and self-led
development and planning.
Overview of Course
There are four briefs.
- Brief 1 – Identity and Portraiture
- Introduction into portraiture

- Research the brief requirements and client expectations
- Artist studies and research
- Experimentation and development of skills and techniques
- How to evaluate and write about own work and the work of others
- 10 hour mock exam (completed in lesson time)
- Brief 2 - Culture
- Research brief requirements and client expectations
- Development of learned media skills
- Experimentation, research and planning
- Refining and exploring ideas that are relevant and purposeful, creating own starting points

- 10 hour mock exam
-Brief 3 – Exam
- Research theme, expectations and client expectations
- Artist research with analysis and studies
- Observational studies using a range of media
- Design ideas showing creativity
- Experimentation and refinement of trials
- 10 hour exam

Page 12

Option Choice
-Brief 4 – Portfolio
- Research the purpose of portfolios
- Explore client expectations and brief requirements
- Create interesting and informative designs
- Portfolio showcasing work produced throughout the exam
Why should you study this subject?
- Develop a knowledge and understanding of all art forms.
- Investigate through observations and imagination.
- Explore the creative side within you.
- Study and learn the visual language of art.
- Develop a range of useful skills that can be utilised and demonstrated across the curriculum
- Build and nurture confidence
Things you should be aware of
You will be required to draw from direct observation. You will be encouraged to attend catch up/revision sessions
to help you manage the volume of work and meet all deadlines. Written work in the form of evaluating,
annotation and recording is required for each piece of art work that you produce.
You will work in sketchbooks and on a range of large A2 sheets.
Each brief will have specific requirements that your teacher will make clear to you when introducing the brief. All
of these briefs will require you to; research client expectations, develop ideas through investigations and research,
record ideas and intentions as work progresses, produce a personal and meaningful final outcome that meets the
requirements of the brief.
Homework
Homework is on-going and additional tasks are set in line with the individual student progress. Students will need
to be willing to work outside of the allocated lesson time in order to help meet the high demands and deadlines of
this BTEC course.
Careers Options
Advertising

Architect

Scene/Set design

Teacher

Photographer

Fashion design

Costume designer

Web design

Sign writer

Graphic designer

Prop designer

Illustrator
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Computer
Science
Exam board: OCR
Examinations
Examinations: 2 written papers during May/ June exam diet in Year 11. Both
papers are 1 hour 30 minutes, have a weighting of 50% and are worth 80 marks each.
Practical Programming

Students are to be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) during their course of study which
allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-level programming
language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, in particular component 02
(section B).
Overview of Course
Students will study Component 01, Computer Systems, which looks at the CPU, memory and storage, networks,
security, and ethical, legal and cultural implications associated with computer science. Component 02,
Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming develops students’ skills and understanding in
computational thinking, algorithms and programming techniques, as well as looking at computational logic, and
data representation.

Why should you study this subject?
This is a challenging, and for students interested in computer science, very interesting course. Students will be
able to de-mystify how computers work, and more importantly, learn how to make them work.
Things you should be aware of
The course is very challenging and has crossovers with Mathematics and Physics; if students are not confident
in either of these subjects then it may not be a good choice. There is also a high element of theory and writing
involved, and students should consider this before choosing the course. You also need a logical mind-set or the
ability to think logically.
Here is an example of the type of thinking that is involved. If you can solve this puzzle, or enjoy the challenge
involved, this may be the subject for you!

A man with locked-in syndrome wrote a book called 'The Bell Jar and the Butterfly' despite the fact that the
only movement he was capable of was blinking his eye. He was able to blink 'yes' to an assistant who showed
him the alphabet and asked questions, and despite the fact that there are 26 letters in the alphabet, his assistant
only ever had to ask him a maximum of 5 questions to get the correct letter and then record this; letters became
words, words became sentences, sentences paragraphs, paragraphs chapters, until finally he had 'written' the
book.
The concept behind this is linked to a part of computing theory. What sort of questions do you think the
assistant asked? Remember, a maximum of 5 questions could get you any letter in the alphabet!

Page 14

Option Choice
Homework
Students should be practising coding skills at home using Python, which may be downloaded for free. They will
also be set weekly homework and should otherwise use BBC Bitesize to revise all topics.
Careers Options
Data analysis

Software engineer

Network administrator

Games developer

Security engineer

Infrastructure analyst

Web designer

Web programmer

Software developer

Teacher

Cyber security analyst

Mobile applications developer
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Drama
Exam board: Pear son
Examinations BTEC Technical Awar d Level 2
No written examination is needed for this subject. You will complete 3 sections of the course which are
internally and externally examined. Practical performances are filmed; coursework is uploaded, and sent off to
the exam board.
You can gain a Level 1 & Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* depending on the work you produce.
Controlled Assessment
Component 1- Learning about Drama Practitioners. Who are they? What do they stand for? How has their ideas
of Drama change the way we currently view it? This is completed by attending practical workshop lessons based
on the practitioners; Coursework expending on their theories and styles of Drama and PowerPoints showing the
similarities and differences between them. This work is internally marked and some students work could be
called upon for external examination, to ensure the correct grades are being awarded.
Componant2- Pr actical wor k linking pr actitioner s to thr ee established plays. Showing that students can
make the link/connection between theories and performance work. Coursework will consist of ‘Logs’ (write up
after each practical workshop session) PowerPoint, Skills Audit and Evaluation. This work is internally marked
and some students work could be called upon for external examination, to ensure the correct grades are being
awarded.
Component 3- External Examination. The Exam board gives students a brief and the students devise a
performance based around the title that has been set. This work is student led and should incorporate as many
techniques as they have learnt from the previous two components. This work is sent to the exam board and
externally marked.
Why should you study this subject?

- It is fun! The course is predominantly practical work.
-It builds confidence.
-It boosts teamwork and leadership skills which can be applied to all jobs.
-Develop your skills while learning new and exciting techniques.
-There is no right or wrong answer- it’s all about your own ideas and learning to justify why.
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Option Choice
Things you should be aware of
-This is not a subject to take if you are not willing to put in time afterschool to rehearse.
-It is a subject that is fun, however needs to be taken seriously and work (practical and written) must
completed to a high standard.

be

-You have been learning about some of the key skills in your KS3 classes already, so you will have some
knowledge already.
-You will need to perform in front of others, and be willing to have your performances filmed for external
examination.
-You don’t have to want to be an Actor to do this course! It is open for everyone.
Homework
You will be expected to complete coursework for homework if it has not been completed in lesson time. All
coursework and performance work goes towards your final grade, so be willing to sacrifice some time to
interventions after school.
You may need extra rehearsal time which could be done after school or in your own time (weekends/school half
terms) please be willing to rehearse with your group if needed.
Subject Grade:
What are BTEC Qualifications? BTEC Vocational qualifications that help you prepare for further education,
training or a career. They are practical, work related courses. What are they worth? BTEC are equivalent to a
GCSE higher pass (9-4, Level 2) . Success on these courses would qualify you for any Level 3 BTEC course (A level
equivalent) at any Further Education College, or our sixth form.
Careers Options
Actor

Teacher

Cruise ship entertainer

Director

Drama Therapist

Theatre School Leader

Lighting Designer

Casting Agent

Radio DJ

Sound Designer

Extra

Theatre Technician

Costume Designer

Stage Manager

TV Presenter

The options are endless! Drama gives students the confidence to become whoever they want to be. Drama shows
employers that you have great teamwork skills, you are disciplined and that you can communicate effectively with
others- three key skills that all companies look for in their employees.
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Geography
Exam board: Edexcel
Examinations
There are 3 examination papers for GCSE Geography
- Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues (37.5% of GCSE) 1 hour 30 minutes – 94 marks
- Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues (37.5%) 1 hour 30 minutes – 94 marks

- Paper 3: People and Environmental Issues (25%) (Decision making paper) 1 hour 30 minutes – 64 marks
Overview of Course
- Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues
Topic 1: Hazardous Earth
Topic 2: Development Dynamics
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world
- Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues
Topic 4: UK physical landscape (Coasts/rivers)
Topic 5: UK human landscape
Topic 6: Geographical investigation (human and physical fieldwork)
- Paper 3: People and Environmental Issues (Decision making paper)
Topic 7: People and the biosphere
Topic 8: Forests under threat
Topic 9: Consuming energy resources
Why should you study this subject?
- Develop a knowledge and understanding of current events from the local area to the global.
- Investigate the earth and its peoples.
- Study the features of the earth - such as volcanoes, rivers and seas - and how they were formed.
- Develop a range of useful skills such as map reading, data collection, ICT and problem solving.
- To gain an understanding and appreciation of the cultures and backgrounds of people from all over the world.
Things you should be aware of
You will be required to undertake a field work investigation in a physical environment (coast) and a human
environment (urban area). This will be organised as either 2 one-day visits OR a residential visit. This visit is
compulsory and there will be a cost to pupils to cover the trip. Questions in the final examinations will
relate to field work.
You will need to use your maths skills in geography- you are expected to use a calculator to help you with some
of the questions.
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Option Choice
Homework
Homework is set each week. Homework will involve research, case-studies and revision of content. It will support
students in consolidating classroom learning and in committing that learning to long-term memory in preparation
for the examinations.
Careers Options

Ecologist

Landscape Architect

Countryside Ranger/Warden

Freight Forwarder

Oceanographer

Landscape Scientist

Teacher

Town Planner

Surveyor

Geologist

Traffic Engineer

Environmental Consultant
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Health &
Social Care
Exam board: Edexcel
Examinations
BTEC Technical Award Level 1/Level 2
Overview of Course
The BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care is a practical introduction to life and work in the sector. Split
into 3 Components where each component builds on each other so the student is motivated to put what they have
learnt into practice.
Component 1
Human Lifespan Development: Understand how we grow and develop throughout our lives.
Assessment: 2 inter nally assessed assignments.
During Component 1, you will:
• explore how individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually over time
• investigate how various factors, events and choices may impact on individuals’ growth and development
• discover how people adapt to life events and cope with making changes.
Component 2
Health and Social Care Services and Values: get to know how the Health and Social Care sector works and the
care values that underpin it.
Assessment: 2 inter nally assessed assignments
During Component 2, you will:
• learn which health and social care services are available
• identify why people might need to use these services
• discover who’s involved in providing these services
• explore what might stop people from accessing the services they need


look at the care values the sector has to make sure people get the care and protection they need.

Component 3
Health and wellbeing: help improve someone’s health and wellbeing.
Assessment: Exter nally assessed exam. In which you cr eate a health and wellbeing impr ovement plan for
someone based on a case study
To do this, you will:


learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people



explore the different factors that might influence health and wellbeing



identify key health indicators and how to interpret them
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Option Choice
- assess someone’s health using what they’ve learned
• create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for that person which includes targets and recommendations of
support services available


reflect on the potential challenges the person may face when putting the plan into action.

Both Component 1 assignments will be done in Year 10 along with1 of the Component 2 assignments. The other
Component 2 assignment will be done after the Component 3 exam in Year 11
Why should you study this subject?
You will be able to, develop your knowledge and understanding of the sector, appreciate the importance of care
values and analyse and evaluate your skills.
Things you should be aware of


It is a lot of independent learning.



There will be written moderated coursework throughout the course and these will be set to strict deadlines.
Failure to submit coursework by deadlines could result in a failed course.



Need to have an interest in the Health and Social Care sector.



All internal assignments are produced on the computer.



Must achieve at least a Level 2 pass to continue onto level 3 Health and Social and also to use as the
equivalent to a grade 5 for other courses

Homework
Some independent research tasks will be asked of the student. None of the assignments can be worked on at home
and have to be carried out within specific time frames
Career Options
Care Assistant

Medical Social Worker

Nursery Nurse

Field Social Worker

Counsellor

Social Worker

Health/Home Care Assistant

Nurse

Health Promotion Practitioner

Teacher

Occupational Health Nurse

Health Visitor
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History
Exam board: Edexcel
Examinations
There are 3 exams papers for GCSE History
- Paper 1- Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and
the inner city. (1 hour and 15 minutes). This paper is worth 30% of your GCSE grade.

- Paper 2- Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 AND Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91 (1hour
and 45 minutes). This paper is worth 40% of your GCSE grade (20% for each topic).
- Paper 3– Conflict in the USA both at home and abroad 1954-1975 (1 hour and 20 minutes). This paper is
worth 30% of your GCSE grade.
Overview of Course
Paper 1: Thematic study - Crime and Punishment through time, c1000-present
Pupils will study the change and continuity of crime and its punishment throughout History. For example
comparisons will be drawn between the years of the ‘Bloody code’ and modern day Britain’s judiciary system.
Pupils will also study the effectiveness of the various systems and begin to question and consider the moral
implications of the differences in the punishment of crime.

Paper 1: Historic environment – Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: crime and policing
Pupils will study the relationship between the conditions in the East End district of Whitechapel and their impact
on crime and policing in Britain at that time.
Paper 2: Period study – Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-1991
Pupils will study the relations between the USA and the USSR from allies in WWII, through the Cold War until
its ending with the fall of the Soviet Union.
Paper 2: British depth study – Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588
Pupils will study the complexities of Elizabethan society, with a particular focus on challenges to the
government, religious divisions and social and economic problems.
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study – Conflict in the USA home and abroad 1954-1975

Pupils will study the Civil rights struggle in the USA and become aware of the key dates and figures involved.
Pupils will also look at the USA involvement in the Vietnam War . Pupils will look at the reasons for
involvement as well as the growing opposition to the war..
Why should you study this subject?
- In history students will be taught the skills of understanding and analysing sources, recalling and selecting
information, building a logical argument and developing sensitivity towards historical problems. Pupils will
also be given opportunities to develop their research, presentation and communication skills.
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Option Choice
- It is a well-regarded subject by employers and universities.
Things you should be aware of
To succeed in GCSE history you MUST be able to do the following:Answer essay-style questions. These questions carry 12 or 16 marks – there are 2 of them on each paper. For these
questions you need to be able to write answers in paragraphs that are 2-3 pages long.
Reach a supported judgement. For at least one question on each paper you need to reach a decision about a reason
or event and weigh it up and/or explain the relative importance of it.
Analyse different interpretations of an event or action. For this you will need to be able to explain how and why
interpretations differ and reach a judgement about which interpretation you most agree with.
Make inferences from sources and weigh up the usefulness of different sources.
Homework
Homework is set weekly. There is a homework booklet for each topic that contains tasks for students to complete
each week. This will support students in consolidating classroom learning and in committing that learning to longterm memory in preparation for the examinations.
Careers Options
A qualification in Geography could lead to the following careers: Courier/Resort Representative, Ecologist,
Freight Forwarder, Geography Teacher, Geologist - Minerals/Mining, Land Surveyor, Landscape Architect,
Oceanographer, Town Planner, Traffic Engineer, Countryside Ranger/Warden, Landscape Scientist, Rural
Property Surveyor, Technical Surveyor, Travel Agency Clerk.

Broadcaster

Tourism

Law

Conservation

Journalism

Human resources

Town planning

Accountancy

Politics

Teacher

Medicine

Archaeologist
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Music
Exam board: Pear son
Examinations
You will take one exam at the end of year 10 with the opportunity to resit in
year 11. Coursework will count for 75%; 25% will be externally examined. It is possible to gain a Level 1, Level
2 Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction * according to the standard of your work.
Overview of Course
Unit 1 – The Music Industry
This is an externally marked written exam all about the music industry. Learn about music venues, health and
safety, recording studios and record labels.
Unit 2 – Managing a music project
As a class you will create, market, promote and organise your own music concert. You will also be part of the
concert by performing in a band.
Unit 4 – Introducing Composition
Create your own music using Music software ‘Mixcraft 8’. You will be making music for films, TV adverts and
smart phone games.
Unit 5 – Performance
During instrumental/singing lessons and dedicated practise sessions you will work on 2 pieces of music which
you will then perform to an audience.
Why should you study this subject?
- This course is practical based – you make music!
- Builds confidence
- Working in groups and independently

- Learn specific instrument skills
- Learn about the music industry
- Compose new and exciting music using your imagination and creativity
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Things you should be aware of
- You should take this course if you love singing or playing a musical instrument.
- You all have skills in singing and keyboard from your KS3 education which has started you on the right path.
- Once you have chosen your instrument you will be given tuition.
-This tuition is subsidised by the school making it half price for students and free of charge for pupil premium
students.
- It is an expectation of the course that you take instrumental lessons in or outside of school
- You will have to perform in front of an audience
Homework
The main homework you will be expected to do is practising your instrument. The more practise you do on your
instrument or voice the more confident you will be when performing.

Subject Grade
What are BTEC Qualifications? BTEC Vocational qualifications that help you prepare for further education,
training or a career. They are practical, work related courses. What are they worth? BTEC are equivalent to a
GCSE higher pass (9-4 Level 2). Success on these courses would qualify you for any Level 3 BTEC course (A
level equivalent) at any Further Education College, or our sixth form.

Careers Options
Session musician

Therapist

Recording engineer

Music journalist

Composer

Song writer

Conductor

Producer

DJ

Teacher

Booking agent

And of course Rock Star
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Physical
Education
OCR Cambridge National Certificate in Sports Studies
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more sector-based focus, whilst also encompassing some core sport/
physical education themes. Learners have the opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about different types of sport and
physical activity, skills development and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They will learn about
contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models, and sport and the media. Learners will
develop an appreciation of the importance of sport locally and nationally, different ways of being involved in sport and of
how this shapes the sports industry.
Overview of Course
The students will complete 2 Mandatory units and 2 optional units (teacher Chooses). Each unit is marked out of 60.
Mandatory Units:
R051: Contemporary issues in sport -Written exam paper, externally set and marked by OCR.
Students explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, such as participation levels and barriers, promoting
values and ethical behaviour, and how sport contributes to society as a whole beyond simply providing entertainment.
R052: Developing sports skills— assessed task, OCR moderated
Students try out a range of sports-related skills and techniques, including different practice methods for improving both
their own performance and that of others. They develop their knowledge of the use of tactics and strategies in both
individual and team sporting activities as well as their understanding of the rules, enabling them to carry out a number of
officiating roles within the activities.
Optional units chosen by PE staff:
R053: Sports leadership—assessed task, OCR moderated
Students learn about some of the knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to be an effective sport leader.
They put their knowledge into practice by planning and delivering safe and effective sporting activity sessions. Afterwards
they review their performance.
R056: Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities—assessed task, OCR moderated
Students find out about a wide range of outdoor and adventure activities and the organisations that provide access to them.
Through planning and participating in these type of activities they will learn about the risks involved and gain an
understanding of health and safety, risk assessments and the importance of detailed planning for various scenarios and
challenging environments. This will also help them develop their communication, decision-making and leadership skills.
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Grading
Unit and qualification results are awarded on a 7 grade scale with Pass, Merit and Distinction at both levels 1 and
2, and with a new grading of Distinction* at Level 2 to inspire students to achieve more.
Students performance on the units will determine their grade and level.
Grade boundaries for finishing June 2020—(J813 full course)

Why should you study this subject?
- Develop sport coaching/leadership skills.
- Advance research skills to produce assignments to a high standard.
- Collecting, analysing and interpreting data.
- Communicating your findings in different ways.
- Identifying and developing links between different parts of the subject.
- Being able to manage your time effectively.
- Being able to work independently without supervision.
- Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in different contexts and roles
- Develop their ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical situations
- Gain a better understanding of the complexity of different areas of sport and the sports industry
- Increase their awareness of different ways to stay involved in sport and physical activity and of different careers and roles
within sport.

Things you should be aware of
As the course is divided into several units of study, students will be expected to produce regular pieces of work to
strict deadlines.
They will need to attend a trip to complete the outdoor activities unit.

They will need a lever arch file with dividers, to keep class notes organised.
Careers Options
Gym Instructor

Physiotherapist

Podiatrist

Nutritionist

Journalist

Clinical Exercise Specialist

Events Manager

Sports Development Manager

Health Promotion Officer

Teacher

Sports Coach

Performance Analyst
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Spanish
Exam board: AQA
Examinations
sat in Year 11.

There are four components to the exam with equal weighting, all exams are

Speaking – 25%
The assessments will include a role play, describing a picture and having a conversation.
Writing – 25%
The written exam will include a translation task (English to Spanish/French). You will also be expected to
write short texts of your own. 40-90 words on Foundation and 90-150 words for Higher.
Reading Exam (25%) and Listening Exam (25%)
Both exams are designed to test your understanding of the Language. There will be authentic texts, as well as
those covering the topics studied during the course.
Overview of Course
Students will study 3 main Themes (Identity and Culture/ Local, National, International and Global Areas of
Interest/ Current and Future Study and Employment). Each of these contains a variety of subtopics.
Theme 1: Identity and Culture
- Me, My Family and Friends
- Technology in Everyday Life
- Free Time Activities
- Customs and Festivals
Theme 2: Local, National and Global Areas of Interest
- Home, Town, Neighbourhood and Region
- Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest
- Global Issues
- Travel and Tourism
Theme 3: Current and Future Study and Employment
- My Studies
- Life at School and College
- Jobs, Careers Choices and Ambitions
Within these areas, students will be required to show a knowledge of grammar and linguistic structures such as
adjectives, conjunctions, numbers, time, verbs, tenses, nouns and many others.
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Why should you study this subject?
- Studying a language helps you to appreciate different cultures and celebrations.
- Learning another language improves your understanding and recognition of patterns.
- The ability to speak another language, strengthens your understanding of your native language.
- Completing a GCSE in Spanish shows that you can persevere with something challenging.

- Speaking another language can help to improve your confidence in public speaking.
- Learning languages is said to improve your ability to multitask.
Things you should be aware of
It is important to remember that Spanish requires both passive (Reading and Listening) and Active (Speaking and
Writing) and while some students receive great marks in their Passive skills during KS3, others will need to
improve their Active Skills when moving to GCSE.
Homework
Homework tasks include learning vocabulary (it is important that this is done regularly), grammar and tenses
practice and preparation activities for speaking, translation and writing.

Homework is set at least once a week and is usually from the books used for KS4.
Careers Options

Interpreter

Flight Attendant

Finance and Marketing

Bilingual Secretary

Journalist

International Aid Worker

Teacher

Translator

Law Enforcement

Social Media Executive

Business Logistics

Tour Manager
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TRAVEL &
TOURISM
Exam board: EdExcel
Examinations BTEC Fir st Awar d Level 1/Level 2
There are 3 internally assessed assignments and 1 exam


Unit 1—An exam sat in Year 10



Unit 2—An internal assessed assignment in Year 10



Unit 3—An internal assessed assignment in Year 11



Unit 4—An internal assessed assignment in Year 11

Overview of Course
The BTEC First Award in Travel and Tourism introduces pupils to the world of travel and tourism providing the
opportunity to develop knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment.
Pupils will explore some of the key areas within the sector, including accommodation, tourism development and
promotion, transport and visitor attractions.
There are 4 main components to the BTEC First Award, each unit reflects on the importance of the travel and
tourism sector to the UK, and investigate different types of customer and UK destinations
Unit 1 and Unit 2 will be completed during year 10 and Unit 3 and Unit 4 will be completed during Year 11
Unit 1
The UK Travel and Tourism Sector:
Pupils will:
Gain an understanding of the UK travel and tourism sector and its importance to the UK economy. Become
knowledgeable about the industries, and key organisations, within the travel and tourism sector, their roles and
interrelationships. Understand the role of consumer technology in the travel and tourism sector

This will result in pupils sitting an exam (duration 1 hour and 15 minutes) in Year 10
Unit 2
UK Travel and Tourism Destinations
Pupils will:
Become aware of UK travel and tourism destinations and gateways. Investigate the appeal of UK tourism destinations for different types of visitors. Be able to plan UK holidays to meet the needs of different visitors.
This will result in pupils completing internally assessed assignments
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Unit 3
The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience
Pupils will :
Investigate travel and tourism customer service. Explore the needs and expectations of different types of customer
in the travel and tourism sector. Understand the importance of customer service to travel and tourism organisations.
This will result in pupils completing internally assessed assignments
Unit 4
Factors Affecting Worldwide Travel and Tourism
Pupils will:
Investigate how climate, and worldwide time, can affect the appeal of worldwide destinations. Understand influential factors on worldwide travel and tourism destinations.
This will result in pupils completing internally assessed assignments
Why should you study this subject?
- Collecting, analysing and interpreting data.
- Communicating your findings in different ways.
- Identifying and developing links between different parts of the subject.
- Being able to manage your time effectively.
- Being able to work independently without supervision.
Things you should be aware of
As the course is divided into several units of study, students will be expected to produce regular piece of work to
strict deadlines.
Careers Options
Air cabin crew

Tourism officer

Tour manager

Travel agency manager

Tourist information centre manager

Holiday representative
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Hotel manager

Thank you
We would like to thank you for attending our virtual Year 9 Options Evening. We hope you found
the evening useful and informative.
If you have any questions or you would like further information in regards to options then please
email us at admin@hassenbrook.org.uk and address it for the attention of Mrs J Eastwood.
Please book an appointment for a one to one meeting with a member Senior Staff if you would
like further advice and support with making your options choices and/or any further questions you
may have.

NOTES
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