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Welcome from the
Headteacher

Hair-Raising

Hairspray

I am delighted to welcome you to our first
magazine that captures the essence of
our school and the achievements of our
wonderful students and staff. We have had
an amazing first term of academic highlights
and exceptional talent and in this jam
packed edition we have chosen a variety of
articles from across the curriculum including
performing arts, science, literacy and PE to
name but a few.
We were also thrilled to hear the news that
Sarah Reeves, a former Year 11 student (and
now in Year 13) has been offered a place at
Oxford University to study Maths and that
our own Mr Harvey, Head of Maths, won the
coveted ‘Teacher of the year – secondary’ at
the recent Thurrock Education Awards.
Our small school packs a powerful punch
with the offering to our students: from a
personalised curriculum to the development
of skills that will prepare them for adult life.
Our enrichment programme goes beyond
the traditional extra-curricular programme
with a vast array of exciting opportunities for
our students to get involved in. This year we
have launched our Passport to Adventure
for Year 7s, the Duke of Edinburgh Award for
Years 9 to 11 and our Combined Cadet Force
programme which is open to all.
I am so impressed with our students who
have taken on community, volunteering and
philanthropic work as well as those that have
performed on behalf of our school, both on
and off the stage. I’m incredibly proud of
everything we’ve achieved to date and am
confident in the knowledge that there is so
much more to come.
Enjoy the read, visit our website and follow us
on social media to keep up with all our latest
news.
Ms J Williams

Message from
our CEO
I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and
congratulations to all Ortu Hassenbrook staff,
students and families. The school has had an
amazing start to the academic year and this
magazine provides just a snapshot of what
they have achieved in the autumn term.
I am truly proud of all the schools within the
Ortu Federation. Our determination to ensure
that all children and young people aged 2-18
who study with us fulfil their potential is very
obvious in this issue. From Ortu Corringham
Primary School to the Ortu Sixth Form Centre,
and from Ortu Hassenbrook Academy to
Ortu Gable Hall School, we are succeeding in
demonstrating the very best in how a group
of schools can collaborate successfully in
raising achievement and aspirations within
its community. A case in point; inside this
issue we have featured a former Hassenbrook
student, now studying at the Ortu Sixth Form
Centre - Stanford & Corringham.
We hope that you derive as much enjoyment
from reading this first issue as we have in
putting it together. More to come.
Dr S Asong

the Musical

			

And the

winners are...

What a fantastic evening we had when we
attended the annual Thurrock Education
Awards at the Civic Hall on 29 November
2019. We were already winners with
three of our teachers being nominated
for headline awards amongst the 400
nominations. Our nominees were Ms
Waters in the ‘Excellence in creative arts
or culture’ category, Mr Walker in the
‘Newcomer of the year’ category, and
Mr Harvey in the ‘Teacher of the year –
secondary’ category. Drum roll please…
Mr Harvey won this prestigious award
which was sponsored by the Port of
Tilbury.
As heartfelt congratulations rang round
the room Mr Harvey, our Maths teacher
commented: “I am proud, along with my
fellow Hassenbrook nominees, to be here
this evening and to represent the school
in three categories. I would like to extend
my thanks to everyone at Hassenbrook
and the Ortu Federation who have

		

We were delighted to welcome Kayleigh
Hendle to our panel of judges. Kayleigh is a
former Hassenbrook student and left us 2
years ago to follow her passion and talent for

		

The event was attended by senior
members of staff from the school and we
were delighted to meet representatives
from the main event’s sponsors DP
World (London Gateway) and Greenergy.
We also met colleagues from Cruise &
Maritime, Strategy Education, Palmers
Solicitors, ALM Training Services, High
House Production Park, Kingston Smith,
Port of Tilbury, HW Wilson Ltd and
Eternity Events. We are in the process
of devising a partnerships strategy
working with national and international
organisations to support their work and
the ambitions of the school through
various initiatives and projects for the
benefit of all our young people. For further
information and to get involved please
contact Mr Scott, Assistant Headteacher:
ascott@hassenbrook.org.uk

singing; she recently released her new single
and first album. Kayleigh was delighted to be
back with us and said: “What a wonderful and
surreal experience being back at Hassenbrook;
I have such special and happy memories of
school and was thrilled to be invited back to
be a judge. This has been a great evening with
fabulous performances from all the acts –
Hassenbrook definitely has talent! Thank you
for letting me share my new single with you all
and I look forward to coming back soon.”

Growing our
Alumni Network

Calling all former students: We are inviting
you to make contact and be involved in the
life of our school. Our first reach out brought
us a fabulous array of former students who
have made contact and are giving back to their
local community by helping us in a range of
ways. Emma Robinson, a successful published
author will be coming into school to run some
writing workshops for our students. We also
have other alumni returning to our school and
getting involved in assemblies and our student

performances from Stefan in Year 8, as
Corny Collins, Holly in Year 8 as Penny,
Kenan in Year 10 as Seaweed and Dulcie in
Year 8 as Amber.

supported me in my career to date.
Hassenbrook is a wonderful school with a
fantastic team of staff and students.”

Children in Need
Talent Competition

We ran a Talent Competition in November
to raise funds for Children in Need. WOW,
do we have talent in our school – every act
performed their heart out and the audience
showed its appreciation with thunderous
applause that would have rivalled any X-factor
audition!

The roof came off the school building
on two consecutive nights on 12 & 13
December when Hassenbrook students
took to the stage for the school’s first
major production in years! The hair-raising,
crowd pleasing, dance and song show
performed to an audience of over 400 over
two nights blew off everyone’s socks (and
shoes)!

coaching programme. Find out about one of
our more recent alumni’s experience, Kayleigh
Hendle, when she was a guest judge at our
November Talent Competition for Children in
Need.
We are excited to hear from you and to get
you involved in our alumni programme,
in whichever way works for you. Contact
Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher, for more
information: admin@hassenbrook.org.uk.

This magical musical is set in 1960s
Baltimore in the USA and centres on one
girl’s dream to win television talent show
Miss Teenage Hairspray; it’s based very
loosely on real events. Although there are
clear messages throughout of tolerance
and understanding this production was full
of fun, feistiness and dazzling stardust.
The fantastic whole school production
involved over one hundred Hassenbrook
students with the cast drawn from Years
7 to 10 who sang, acted and danced their
hearts out whilst the backstage crew
was made up of Year 9 to 11 students
who worked on hair, make-up, costumes
and lighting. To get everyone in peak
performance condition, there was a
matinee performance attended by 160
pupils from our partner primary schools.

Memorable songs, lively dancing and great
comedy had the audience clapping along
and joining the cast in all the right places.
The set and costumes were bright and
colourful, taking us straight back to the
1960s. Ellie Clarke, Year 10, took the lead
as Tracy and gave an incredible heartwarming and stunning performance.
There was also fantastic supporting

Ms Waters, Head of Music, and Miss
Chattaway, Drama teacher, commented
on the last evening: “What a night! The
cast and crew were brilliant and we are
proud of them all. They worked so hard,
rehearsing after school twice a week since
the start of the academic year – that’s
true commitment. We’re delighted that so
many primary school pupils came along as
we’re sure there were budding actors in the
audience - we actually held workshops and
auditions in the July transition week so that
all Year 6 pupils joining us could also get
involved and sign up before they started
in September. We would like to take this
opportunity to thank a few people – Mrs
Taylor who worked with our cast on dance,
Mr Williamson who helped our soloists
and with music tech on the night, and Miss
Mitchell who worked on the design of the
sets and props.”

We would also like to extend a HUGE
HAIR-RAISING thank you to Rotary Club
East Thurrock and Coryton Energy who
sponsored our first major production!

Upcoming

Events

Indoor Festival

A festival vibe will take over the
school on Thursday 26 March
when Year 11 BTEC students will
be organising an indoor music
event as part of their course.
We’ve been promised an eclectic
and diverse range of bands that
will be performing live on stage.
We wish our students the best of
luck as their performances and
organisational skills will count
towards their final exams.
On Thursday 16 July, it will be
Year 10’s turn to organise the
summer concert. Plans are still
shrouded in mystery but the
rumour is that it will be a ‘Picnic in
the Park’ theme – let’s hope the
weather will be kind! Otherwise,
all inside for what we know will be
a brilliant event!

Musical Theatre

Our fabulous choir of over
20 performers continues to
have great success in our local
community with performances in
local primary schools and elderly
care homes. Our enthusiastic
choir, made up of students from
Years 7 to 10, are entertaining
young and old as they perform
wonderful renditions from
well-known musicals. The choir
continues to grow and we are
always on the look-out for new
recruits to join us. So, if you have
high energy, enthusiasm and
possibly jazz hands, then we
want to hear from you. We’re
also always interested in playing
new gigs - if you want the choir
to come and perform for you just
make contact with Ms Waters,
Head of Music:
gwaters@hassenbrook.org.uk

Keep up-to-date on upcoming
events by following our social
media channels:
/OrtuHassenbrook
@OrtuHassenbrook
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Moving
on
up
We know how important the transition
from primary to secondary school is
at Hassenbrook and have a dedicated
primary transition plan in place to
support our young people moving
up from our partner primary schools.
This includes a whole programme of
informative and fun activities that we
run for prospective pupils and parents
including our friendship afternoon in
March, one-to-one meetings in June,
a three day induction in July and a
summer programme. In September,
when our new students join, we have a
very successful peer mentoring scheme
with our own Year 10 students buddying
our new Year 7s.
Here are some excerpts from our
students about their first 100 days at
Hassenbrook Academy.

Open events feedback:
what our prospective
parents asked
Following overwhelming positive
feedback from parents during our open
event season, with packed turnouts
at open evening and during the tours,
here are the most frequently asked
questions (and answers) and some
anecdotal feedback from parents.

“When I started at Hassenbrook I was
nervous at first and then I felt more
welcomed. My favourite subjects are
PE, Drama and Music. I enjoy English
and PE the most as I like to push myself.
I have participated in after school clubs
such as football and basketball. When
I’m older I would like to be a footballer
or architect. I have loved my time here
so far.”
Alfie, Year 7

A day

in the life of...

an Ortu Sixth Form Student

Emily Blake, a former Ortu Hassenbrook Academy student, is now studying A Levels
in Biology, Psychology and Physical Education at the Ortu Sixth Form Centre.
Period 3 (11:35am – 12:50pm)

PE is my favourite subject as it’s so
broad and interesting, for example you
learn about bones, muscles, how the
respiratory system works alongside
the cardiovascular system, psychology
within sport, how we learn and develop
skills and knowledge, as well as learning
how sport has changed from preindustrial Britain to the 21st Century. It
is extremely theory based; the theory
assessment accounts for 70% of the
total grade whilst the remaining 30% is
based on performance in your chosen
sport and a speaking assessment.

“I have enjoyed making new friends and
getting to know the teachers. I would tell
Year 6 pupils to come to Hassenbrook
because it’s a small school and you find
your way around quickly. The teachers
are really nice and caring, and they are
always there to listen and help you.”
Frankie-Leigh, Year 7

onwards. There is also an invitation to
our summer term programme involving
an art gallery and cookery classes. When
new Y7s join us in September there are
team building activities for the students
and settling in evenings with parents in
October.

Q. There is a real sense in the
community that you are getting more
and more popular. How are you going
to retain the small school ethos as you
continue to grow?
A. We have a personalised learning plan
for every student and we will continue
to maintain the principles of a small
school as we believe that knowing
and developing every individual child’s
strengths, skills and talent are at the
heart of future success.

Q. We’ve looked at your admissions
policy and we don’t have an older sibling
at the school, how are we going to be
sure to get a place?
A. We are becoming increasingly popular
as we fast track our programme for
improvements in teaching and learning
across the curriculum. Also our work in
conjunction with our partner primary
schools is supporting our liaison and
induction programme so that we get
to know every child prior to them even
starting with us. We are currently working
with Thurrock Council on ensuring that
we can offer as many places to those that
put us as first choice.

Q. How do you support children with the
move to big school?
A. We have a dedicated team headed up
by Mrs Boosey, Head of Year 7, and there
is a full induction programme from March

“I already have a son at Ortu
Hassenbrook Academy. He gets on
really well at school and has a really
good relationship with his teachers.”
Prospective Year 7 parent

Monday begins officially at 08:50am

this is when period 1 starts. I get a lie in
on Mondays as my first period doesn’t
start till 10:05!
Period 2 (10:05 – 11:20am)

Biology is tough and not for the faint
hearted. There is so much content
to understand and then convert into
exam techniques, also we do lots of
dissections including lungs, hearts and
eyes. Biology is not just about reading
textbooks, it’s also fairly loaded with
required practicals and analyses of the
experiments.
Break (11:20 – 11:35am)

This short 15 minute interval is to relax
and catch up with friends.

Lunch (12:50 – 1:50pm)

For 2 days a week, half of lunch is
assigned to form tutors as this is the
time to raise any problems you may
have either personally or with the sixth
form. The tutor also informs us of any
sixth form news, as well as local and
global news. The remaining half hour is
your time to eat and chill. Food can be
purchased within the canteen, or you can
bring your own food from home to eat,
which you can prepare in the common
room kitchen.

Period 4 (1:50 – 3:00pm)

Psychology is fascinating. You learn
about different mental disorders, how
and why people conform or obey, and
even the ingredients for a perfect
romantic relationship! The exams are a
mixture of short answer questions and
extended essays; so you do have to write
a lot and have good time-management
skills.
The day ends at 3pm, however gym
facilities and extra-curricular activities
are up and running. On a Monday after all
my lessons I attend the netball academy.
The sixth form is lucky enough to have
a very specialised and knowledgeable
netball coach to teach drills, skills and the
competitive edge you must have to play
competitively against other colleges and
sixth forms.
www.ortusixthform.org
/ortusixthform
@ortusixthform

Ortu Sixth Form Centre
Stanford & Corringham
Working together to ensure success
Celebrating 10 years - since 2009

6|7
6

Ortu Hassenbrook Academy

School Magazine Edition 1

Joy of

Literacy

Literacy is at the heart of learning at
our school with the aim of ensuring
that we have effective practice across
all subjects. We are working towards
a ‘language for learning’ across the
curriculum and in this article Mrs Toman,
Teacher of English, with responsibility
for Literacy across the Curriculum gives
us an insight into what’s happening at
Hassenbrook and across Ortu.

We have introduced a new approach to
literacy this year with a major initiative
involving every member of staff and
every department. Our students have
enjoyed literacy days, national poetry
week, celebration assemblies, reading
programmes and learning key literacy
skills. Below is a summary of a range
of initiatives that are currently taking
place across all Ortu schools.

Literacy is the most basic currency of the
knowledge economy – Barack Obama
We have literacy activities in form time every week
reinforcing key skills, including punctuation, spelling and
grammar. Every subject is responsible for literacy in our
school and we have displays promoting our work that is
replicated in students’ planners. We celebrate literacy
in half termly assemblies where there are certificates
awarded to students for outstanding progress, effort and
contribution across the curriculum.

Somewhere inside all of us is the power to
change the world – Roald Dahl
We have literacy days and events celebrating Roald Dahl
and National Poetry days that the students love. We
have literacy student leaders from Year 8 who support
staff in bringing literacy to life for students and they have
recently helped design innovative posters around the
school.

A new word is like a fresh seed sown on the
ground of the discussion – Ludwig Wittgenstein
Every student learns a new set of vocabulary every week
in form time. We have a daily DEAR (Drop Everything
and Read) session across all subjects. At pre-scheduled
times, during any lesson, students and teachers drop
everything and pick up a reading book for 20 minutes –
after that 20 minutes normal lessons resume. There is
also a reading programme supporting students in Years
7 to 9 with peer mentors and a wide range of reading
buddies: students and staff.

When in doubt go to the library – J. K. Rowling
We have a very effective school library and librarian – the
librarian promotes reading competitions, clubs, reading
awards and a range of other initiatives including regular
visits from writers.
Staff and students have reported a marked increase in
engagement linked to literacy and we’re looking forward
to seeing the impact of the work in the coming months.

Watch
this Space

Passport to
Adventure

A volunteering trip to Sri Lanka or Nepal will
take place in 2020/21 involving our current
Year 9 students. We will be sharing more
information soon – if you can’t wait, contact
Ms Heald: nheald@hassenbrook.org.uk

Robotics Lego
Competition
What more exciting words are there
in the English dictionary for budding
engineers at Hassenbrook then
Lego, Robotics and Programming? As
part of a new exciting STEM project
involving both the Science and Maths
departments we have launched an after
school club with the aim of entering a
national robotics competition in March
2020.
We attended the launch of the
competition, run by Queen Mary
University London, in September
and were provided with a Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths
(STEM) kit worth £3,000 to help our
students with their entry. Our ever
keen students are eager to get stuck
into the project and to showcase their
talents and there has been a lot of trial
and error to ensure our programmed
Lego robots can complete a series of
missions.
Mr Omar, Teacher of Science, said:
“We have had great interest in the
competition and our students are
bursting with energy and ideas. The
programme brings enjoyment to STEM
subjects as the students are getting
hands-on experience with robotics
and designing innovative solutions.
Developing computer programming,
teamwork, problem-solving and
communications skills has never been
so much fun!”
Mrs Lau, Head of Science, commented:
“It has been a privilege to run this
project as a combined team effort
between the Maths and Science
departments. The event aims to
encourage an interest in real world
issues and develop key skills that
are crucial for students’ careers. Our
students are showing such initiative and
it is our aim to continue to encourage
them to learn about elements of
electronic engineering, robotics and
computer science. I am confident
that we have budding scientists in our
midst.”
Join us in wishing the team the very
best of luck for the competition on 3
March at Queen Mary University, East
London campus.

Duke of
Edinburgh’s
Award

We are delighted to announce that we
have recently launched our Passport
to Adventure programme starting with
our Year 7 students. This programme is
a precursor to the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award and in years to come will work
seamlessly together to provide a unique
and exciting programme exclusively for
our students.

new skill and then taking part in the
final section which will be an overnight
camping experience. We are already in
the planning stages for next year when
the programme extends to Year 8 and
the silver award – an exciting 24 week
experience.”

“I enjoy staying after school and joining in
with all the activities where I get to meet
new people and make new friendships.
This has really helped me settle into
Year 7 and I’m already looking forward to
going on to complete the Silver award.”
Braydon, Year 7

A group of Year 7s are aiming to achieve
their Bronze Award with a 12 week
programme that focuses on three key
areas: charity, service and skills. The
highlight will involve showcasing all that
they’ve learnt over the duration of the
programme in an overnight event over
two days.

The fundamental aim of the programme
is to build our students’ confidence and
to expand their horizons. They are also
going to learn and develop important
skills which will stand them in good
stead for their futures focusing on
independence, responsibility, respect,
confidence, organisational skills,
community service, teamwork and
success.

Ms Heald, DofE & Passport to Adventure
Coordinator, commented: “It has been
wonderful to see our students taking the
initiative and getting involved in charity
and voluntary work this term. Next term
they will be honing and learning a brand

“Every week we do something different
and we have just completed raising
money for our charity section. I’m really
looking forward to learning new skills and
completing my P2A Bronze award.”
Tyler, Year 7

“Passport to Adventure has been a
brilliant experience for my daughter. It
has encouraged her to engage with her
fellow students, work as a team, as well
as engage with members of staff and
members of the local community which
has been a big confidence boost. The
students have worked hard on their first
chapter of fundraising – considering
they only had four weeks to organise
and complete, they did an amazing job
and as parents we are very proud of their
achievements. We wish them good luck
on this next chapter and well done to
them all.”
Mrs Davis (parent of Paige)

On offer to all students in Years 9 to 11 is the Duke of Edinburgh's Award programme with three levels that lead to bronze,
silver or gold awards. It is the world's leading youth scheme and is a recognised mark of achievement, respected by employers
worldwide. We know that it is a life-changing experience for our young people providing them with an opportunity to discover
new interests and talents and also gives them tools to develop essential skills for life and work.
With assistance from adult leaders,
students select and set objectives in
each of the following areas:
• Volunteering: undertaking service to
individuals or the community.
• Physical: improving in an area of
sport, dance or fitness activities.
• Skills: developing practical and social
skills and personal interests.
• Expedition: planning, training for,
and completion of an adventurous
journey in the UK or abroad.
• At gold level, students must do an
additional fifth residential section,
which involves staying and working
away from home for five days, doing
a shared activity.
“D of E gives you the chance to explore
and become independent. It allows you
to experience new things and form new
friendships, it has helped me become
more confident and I have enjoyed every
part of it. The skills we’ve learned will help

Combined
Cadet Force
(CCF)

The Ortu Federation currently has
34 cadets across both schools,
Hassenbrook and Gable Hall and CCF is
open to all students in Years 8 to 10. Our
cadets take part in a range of activities
including weekend exercises, field craft,
range weekends, adventurous training
and a week long summer camp. The
aim is to develop our young people to
reach their full potential by providing
challenging, active, adventurous and fun
activities.
There are CCF contingents in just
over 400 secondary schools all over
the UK and each CCF is an educational
partnership between the school and the
Ministry of Defence; a CCF may include
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Army or Royal
Air Force sections.
Our cadets meet every Thursday,
3.30-5.30pm, and work on a structured
programme of activities, similar to the
military, where they learn a defined
sets of skills including leadership,

us in the future and last us a lifetime. It has
given me the opportunity to grow, be able
to give back to my community and helped
me to develop and expand my horizons.”
Amaree - Bronze & Silver award holder
2019
“Completing D of E Bronze & Silver
has been two of the most amazing
experiences of my life. I have gained so
many life skills, most importantly for me
independence, it has also helped me to
become more confident. Completing
both awards has helped me give back
to my community by volunteering and
learning new skills. I am looking forward to
the challenge of commencing D of E Gold
with the school.”
Amelia
Bronze and Silver Award Holder / Gold
Participant 2019
“Two of my daughters have both achieved
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh

personal discipline and responsibility,
self-discipline, teamwork, resilience and
self-reliance.
This academic year’s programme,
launched in October with 29 enthusiastic
cadets from the Ortu Federation taking
part in their first overnight expedition
in Kent. They were put into two teams
and strong bonds and friendships soon
came to the fore as they competed in
the various difficult tasks and challenges
that were thrown at them throughout
the two days. Navigation skills, cross
country marches, night watch patrol
were some of the more interesting
activities with cadets rising to the
challenge and showing real resilience
and leadership skills. The cadets were
also recently commended by senior staff
when they visited Colchester Barracks in
November.
Contingent Commander Lt Squires
commented:
“After two years of planning we finally saw

Awards. Fortunately they were both
offered the opportunity to participate
in such a worthwhile programme. Both
thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience
from camping to surviving on food they
cooked themselves, learning new skills
and volunteering work.
From a parents’ perspective I am
extremely proud in what they have
both achieved, the level of support that
Hassenbrook Academy has given them,
has been amazing.
Next year my eldest daughter is hoping to
join the Police Force and I know that she
will stand head and shoulders above many
applicants with the same qualifications
because not everyone can say they have
achieved Duke of Edinburgh Bronze and
Silver Awards. I am hoping that both girls
continue to complete their Gold Award; at
present they are concentrating on their A
levels and GCSEs in 2020.”
Mrs Blake – Parent of Emily and Molly

our first parade in September 2019. The
first term has been a great success with
students showing real character when
out of their comfort zone. Our cadets are
proud to wear their uniform and to be part
of the Ortu CCF.”
We are still in the planning stages and
we have a number of events coming
up in 2020 – watch this space for more
information:
• April: a range and pre-summer camp
weekend
• July: Summer camp
We are always looking for new
cadets, including cadet force adult
volunteers (CFAV): contact Lt Squires
at Hassenbrook or Sgt Russell at
Gable Hall for further details. For more
information on volunteering visit:
https://combinedcadetforce.org.uk/
get-involved/volunteering. If you would
like to make a donation to support our
CCF programme, contact Lt Squires:
dsquires@hassenbrook.org.uk.

Sports

Diary

Roundup

Dates

2020

The PE Department has had a whirlwind of a term with huge successes at both
school and individual level. Here is a summary of our achievements to date.
In November 2019 we were delighted to be accredited with
the Bronze School Games Award and we will soon be aiming
for Silver. Even though we are a small school we field teams in
the district leagues for football, basketball and netball; we will
be sharing our full results at the end of the season. Recently
our cross country team, made up of 32 runners, took part in
the District Cross Country race and our under-16s netball
team recently achieved a solid third place in the District Rally.
Our students also have a wide range of talents and are making their mark in their
respective chosen fields at both national and international level – here are some
of our students’ success stories:
• Molly Blake, Year 11, National British Jujitsu champion: Molly could compete
internationally in the future.
• Beth Smith, Year 11, British Baton Twirling Champion: Beth will be competing
internationally in April.
• Grace Catterick, Year 10, selected to play for Satellite Academies’ 8-week
programme in September.
• Leia Edwards, Year 9, under-16 Basketball recently represented England at
the Tri Nations Tournament in Manchester.
• Maeson King, Year 9, plays for Tottenham Football Academy.
• Dawson Langan, Year 9, County golf player.
• Jessie Blake, Year 8, achieved Brown Belt in Jujitsu.
We are actively involved in our community with links with Fusion
Netball Club run by our Spanish teacher, Miss Baker. We also have
8 netball courts which are used Monday to Thursday evenings
by Thurrock’s senior league and on Sundays by the junior league
(under-16s).
We also have an exciting announcement to make about the launch
of our new Tennis Academy which will be run by Mr Levi; our French
and Spanish teacher is also a Level 3 coach and reached semiprofessional level in a previous life. The Academy will commence in
the summer term, after school, and will be open to all our students.
Please check the school website for the most up-to-date extra-curricular clubs
run by the PE department. We would like to take this opportunity to extend our
thanks to the PE department and our dedicated staff members for running these
clubs and the wide range of fixtures.

Life

beyond the 		

Curriculum

We are proud of our extra-curricular
offer at lunchtimes and after school.
Students can take part in a range of
sports clubs including basketball,
badminton, fitness, indoor athletics,
netball and table tennis.
In addition, we have a modern
foreign languages club during lunch
break and, for the more studious,
homework club after school every
day.
There is also a peer2peer club
which is a drop-in session for Year
7 students to meet our Year 10
mentors.

Ortu

Hassenbrook

Academy

Hassenbrook Road
Stanford-le-Hope, SS17 0NS

01375 671566

admin@hassenbrook.org.uk

February
17- 21 | Spring Half Term
March
Tuesday 3 | Robotics competition
Thursday 5 | World Book Day celebrations
Wednesday 11 | Friendship Afternoon for
prospective Year 7 students starting with us
in September 2020
Friday 20 | Inter-school Quiz
Thursday 26 | March Madness Concert –
indoor music festival organised by Year 11
BTEC students
April
6-17 | Easter Holiday
*Combined Cadet Force – Range and presummer camp weekend
24-26 | Duke of Edinburgh Silver Practice
Expedition to the New Forest
May
Summer examinations
*Combined Cadet Force – HMS Raleigh visit
15-17 | Duke of Edinburgh Silver Expedition
to the South Downs
25- 29 | Summer Half Term
June
*National Sports Week
*Primary Schools’ Art Bake Off Exhibition
13-14 | Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice
Expedition to Hockley
July
1-3 | Induction days for prospective Year 7
students
4-5 | Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition to
Great Waltham
*Primary Schools’ Rocket Design competition
Thursday 16 | Music Concert – Picnic in the
Park theme
*Combined Cadet Force – Summer camp
Friday 17 | School breaks up for the summer
holidays
			
*dates to be confirmed
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