
Knowledge Organiser – The Tudors

1. Over five hundred years ago, people were only just realising that 
America existed and had no idea about Australia. England and 
Scotland were  separate kingdoms, each with their own king. The 
Tudors were a Welsh/English family that ruled England and Wales 
from 1485 to 1603- 118 years!  

Summary
Key Terms

2. 1485: Henry Tudor ends the Wars of the Roses and becomes the first 
Tudor king – Henry VII  by defeating Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth.

3. 1492: Columbus discovers the Americas- The New World

3. 1509: Henry VIII becomes king on his father’s death

4. 1534: Henry VIII becomes Head of the Church of England after a 
quarrel with the Pope about his divorce from Catherine of Aragorn

5. 1547: Edward VI becomes king at the age of 9. He is a Protestant

6. 1553: The Catholic Mary I becomes queen. Nicknamed Bloody Mary

7. 1558: Elizabeth I is the last of the Tudors and a Protestant

8. 1587: Catholic Mary, Queen of Scots is beheaded for plotting against 
Elizabeth

9. 1588: English victory over the Armada sent by Phillip II of Spain

10 1603: Elizabeth dies. James VI of Scotland becomes James I of 
England uniting both kingdoms

Key Events

Key Individuals

11 Martin Luther- protested against the Catholic Church. He was the 
first Protestant. Europe became divided between Catholics and 
Protestants

12 Lady Jane Grey- Protestant Queen for 9 days in 1553

13 Sir Francis Drake and  Sir Walter Raleigh – English sailors and 
explorers

14 Armada A fleet of warships sent by Catholic Phillip of 
Spain to lead the invasion of  England

15 Catholic A member of the Christian Church led by the Pope

16 Dissolution of 
the 
monasteries

Henry VIII closed all monasteries in England and 
took their wealth

17 Excommunicate To expel from the Catholic Church- a serious 
punishment

18 Galleon A large warship

19 Heir A person who is next in line for the throne

20 Heretic Someone who challenges the ideas of the Catholic 
Church

21 Martyr A person who is prepared to die for their beliefs

22 Monarch A king or queen

23 Pope Leader of the Catholic Church. Lives in Rome

24 Protestant A follower of Martin Luther in protesting about the 
Catholic Church

23 Reformation The changes or reforms made to the Catholic  
Church in the 16th century

24 Treason A crime against the king or queen

25 Tudor Rose Made up of the red rose of  the Duke of Lancaster and 
the white rose of the Duke of York. Designed  by 
Henry VII to represent the end of the civil wars 
nicknamed the Wars of the Roses

26 Tyrant A cruel and demanding ruler

27 Vagabonds Wanderers or tramps



Elizabeth I was Queen of England 
and Ireland from 17 November 
1558 until her death on 24 March 
1603.  

 

Elizabeth was the last of the five 
monarchs of the House of Tudor  

 

Elizabeth`s father was King Henry 
VIII 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth`s mother was Anne Bo-
leyn. 

Anne Boleyn was King Henry 
VIII`s third wife 

 

 

Remember that Henry 
VIII first wife Cathe-
rine of Aragon had a 
daughter Mary. 

 

Queen Mary I died in 
1558 





Why was there a problem between Elizabeth and Mary ? 

 

Mary had a Claim to the Throne  

Mary’s grandmother was Margaret Tudor (Henry VIII’s sister), so 
Mary was King Henry VII’s great granddaughter. Mary was Catholic  

 

Mary  was a  Catholic,. 

 Mary was supported by Catholic English Nobles who saw her as an 
alternative to Protestant Elizabeth.  

 

Mary had foreign power  

 Mary was half French as her mother, Mary of Guise, was from a 
powerful French family. • Mary had been raised in France • In 1558 
Mary married the heir to the French throne (however he died in 
1560 and Mary returned to Scotland.)  

How did the threat from Mary Queen of Scots increase over time?  

1565 Mary Married Lord Darnley  

 Darnley also had a claim to the English throne making them an alternative to Elizabeth  

  This was a challenge to Elizabeth because they were advertising themselves as heirs. 1567 • 

 Darnley was murdered by the Earl of Bothwell. Mary had been cross because Darnley killed her secretary 
Rizzio. Mary then married Bothwell making the Scottish Lords furious. It showed Mary was capable of 
murdering a monarch and could not be trusted.  

  The Scottish Lords rebelled against Mary and Mary was forced to abdicated (give up the throne) in fa-
vour of her son.  

 She then fled to England where she thought Elizabeth would help, but Elizabeth had her imprisoned. 

  This was a threat as it could lead to Catholic nobles trying to use her in plots to overthrow Elizabeth.  

 Casket Letters   

 Elizabeth avoided declaring Mary guilty of Darnley’s murder because it would legitimise the Scottish no-
bles overthrowing Mary (Elizabeth didn’t want her nobles to do this!).  

 She also didn’t want Mary not-guilty as then she would need to release Mary and Mary could continue 
being a threat.  

Mary had been involved in plots or their focal point.  

She was too dangerous to keep alive.  

Mary had been a conspirator in the Babington plot showing her support making her guilty of treason. The 1585 
‘Act for the Preservation of the queen’s safety’ said that in the event of Elizabeth's assassination, Mary was to 
be barred from the succession. There  

 

 Mary’s death removed an important threat to Elizabeth – there was no alternate monarch to replace her  



James I was an intelligent man who took a special interest in 
the subject of witchcraft and witches.  

The hunting of witches was well respected long before 
James I came to the throne. Despite the high number of 
witches being executed in Europe during Elizabeth’s reign, 
very few were executed in England. This all changed when 
James took the throne.  
 
James was very superstitious. In Scotland he took part in a 
number of witch trials and many were executed.  In 1597, he 
published a book on the topic of witches called Deamonologie.  
 
James declared that witches were very real and that they 
were doing the work of the devil. He stated that witches 
were able to conduct special “charms” which could heal but 
also harm. Books on witchcraft were very popular at the time 

James also included a list which would allow the reader 
to spot a witch. It was believed that witches were very 
common and that they were hiding amongst everyday 
people. 
 
Characteristics of a witch: According to the book the 
following list allowed the reader to spot a witch: 
 

 
- the person does not know the Lord’s Prayer. 
- they may have a familiar to help them in their evil 
work – a cat, bird or toad. 
- they may have a “witches mark” – a lump or mark 
on her skin where fed her familiar with her own 
blood 
- they can hurt people by giving them “the evil eye” 
- they make curses or mention that they will harm 
people 
- they have no shadow 
- they make special medicines from plants and other 
items 
- they have friends who are known to be witches 
- they live alone, away from people 

Matthew Hopkins (c. 1620 – 12 August 1647) was an Eng-
lish witch-hunter whose career flourished during the English 
Civil War. He claimed to hold the office of Witchfinder General, 
although that title was never bestowed by Parliament. His activi-
ties mainly took place in East Anglia. 

Hopkins' witch-finding career began in March 1644[a] and lasted 
until his retirement in 1647. He and his associates were respon-
sible for more people being hanged for witchcraft than in the 




