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There are a range of reasons why homework is beneficial to student learning. Homework enables 

students to become independent learners, encouraging a sense of discipline and the ability to take 

ownership of one’s own learning, and it helps to reinforce and consolidate information presented in 

the classroom, thereby helping pupils to develop a deeper understanding of topics covered in 

lessons. According to the EFF: homework has a positive impact on student learning, on average + 5 

months of progress. 

 

The Nature of effective homework 

In order for homework to be truly effective, it must be properly planned and relevant. Homework 

should aim to develop student understanding of given programmes of study, whilst helping pupils 

review and embed previous learning.  

Key research, according to the EFF, suggests that: 

➢ homework that is linked to classroom work tends to be more effective; 

➢ homework that includes feedback has a higher impact on learning; 

➢ it is important to make the purpose of homework clear to pupils. 

 

Homework should be: 

• Clearly explained to pupils, as well as aims; 

• Differentiated or relevantly scaffolded where necessary to ensure all students can benefit 

from it; 

• Where possible, tasks should be set to ensure students can meet their individual targets / 

areas for improvement such as through ‘DIRT’ (Directed Improvement and Reflection Time); 

• In music and drama, reflective homework should always be submitted via DPR. 

• Amount of time given for completion of homework should be appropriate to the task; 

• Timely feedback should be given to ensure pupils are aware of the next steps for progress. 

 

Possible homework tasks: 

We recognise the value of non-written tasks as being as relevant and beneficial to student progress 

as written tasks. Hence, at Hassenbrook, we aim to set a range of different tasks to ensure continued 

pupil progress: 

• Independent research and wider reading, pre-learning 

• Note-taking based on personal research 

• Project based work particularly for Years 7&8 

• Flipped learning to ensure full engagement with topics and to allow for consolidation of 

learning 

• Watching or listening to particular television, radio programmes, or music 

• Reading newspapers, magazines or articles 

• Making reading (fiction and non-fiction) part of regular routine 

• Visiting theatres, museums or art galleries, concerts 

• Literacy based activities  

• Self-marking quizzes 
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• Revision work through the use of GCSE pod 

• Extended writing tasks such as essays 

• Re-drafting and reflective work 

• Self-assessments 

• Responding to exam style questions for further practice 

• Revision and preparation for assessments 

• Review of previous learning 

 

Homework tasks may not always be marked in the traditional way with grades or moving on 

targets. Rather, a range of monitoring and assessment strategies may be used, including: peer and 

self-assessment, self-marking quizzes, verbal feedback, and merits and rewards. 

 

Setting homework 

Homework for Years 7-10 should be set on DPR. 

Homework for Year 11s for the duration of this academic year should be set on google classrooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Allocation  

Year 7-9 students:  
➢ No more than 45 minutes of homework per subject per week. 
➢ Core Subjects (English, Maths and Science) - two pieces of homework per week 

(Year 7 have a 50% timetable reduction up until Christmas). 
➢ In PE, no homework is to be set. However, students are expected to attend at least one 

after school club a week. 

Years 10-11: 

➢ Foundation subjects – one piece of homework per week. 

➢ Core subjects - two pieces of homework per week. 

 

Homework allocation in the Creative Arts & PE 
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➢ For Years 7, 8 and 9, homework should be set once every three weeks (twice over a half-
term). The first should be a pre-learning activity, and the latter a reflective piece. 

➢ Years 10 & 11, homework should be set once every week (approximately 1 hour).  
➢ In PE homework will only apply to KS4 Option classes. Homework is to be set as follows: 

o 25% of option is theory examination prep. During this unit, homework will revolve 
around exam questions – to be set once a week (approximately 1 hour). 

o 75% of option is controlled assessment / practical. Two pieces of homework per unit 
should be set: the first a pre-learning task, the latter a reflective task. 

 

Sanctions 

When homework is not completed, teachers should initially support the student and ensure the 
tasks set meet the student's needs. If homework is still not completed despite support being in 
place, then sanctions should be used:  
 

➢ Class teacher - discussion and negotiation with student, imposition, informing parents via 
InTouch or phone call.  

➢ Head of Department - discussion and negotiation with referred student, imposition, 
informing parents. Letter to parents and detention if necessary.  

➢ Form tutors – must, through termly Data drops, identify students with homework problems 
across several curriculum areas and intervene where they see fit. Un-resolved problems 
should be relayed to the Head of year where the student will receive sanctions or support 
where appropriate.  

➢ Incentives: High quality homework and a good work ethos should be sensitively praised in 
class. Where appropriate, homework should be included in display work. Rewards for 
achievement and sustained effort may be awarded for good homework. For exceptional 
pieces of homework, a letter or postcard may be sent home from the Head of Department. 

➢ The Role of Parents/Guardians: Parents/Guardians should appreciate that homework is an 
important activity and that they have a key role to play in ensuring that homework will be 
completed to the best of their child’s ability.  

 

Homework clubs 

We recognise that not all students do not have access to relevant technologies required for the 

completion of homework, or an appropriate space to complete homework effectively. For these 

students, we offer a regular homework club where they may have the resources and support they 

need to undertake homework. 

Homework club times and venue: 

Tuesday and Thursday  

2:45-3:15 

Library 
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Role of the student 

• To listen to instructions carefully  

• Check DPR daily to check homework 

• Take responsibility for own learning and seek support or clarification when needed 

• Manage their time and spread workload evenly to ensure all work is completely both 

effectively and on time 

• Attempt and complete all tasks to the best of their ability 

• To clearly date and label homework 

• To ensure that presentation is excellent  

 

Role of the parent/guardian 

• To support their child with finding a suitable place, and providing access to relevant 

equipment and resources that may be needed for the completion of homework; 

• To recognise homework as part of the established daily routine; 

• To discuss with their child what homework has been set, and ask them to reiterate in their 

own words; 

• To help their child access DPR and / or other resources (e.g. SAM Learning, GCSE Pod, BBC 

Bitesize) as relevant; 

• To monitor that homework is being completed on time; 

• To encourage their child to proofread their own homework to ensure work is correct and 

completed to a high standard. 

  

Role of the teacher 

• Set homework in line with homework protocol; 

• Set homework according to the timetable using DPR; 

• Provide clear instructions; 

• Ensure that homework tasks are relevant and appropriate to student levels / needs; 

• Ensure that sufficient guidelines /scaffolds are available to those who need it, and that tasks 

are suitably differentiated; 

• Ensure that relevant success criteria are provided; 

• Provide the relevant stimuli / resources; 

• Set clear and appropriate deadlines; 

• Provide effective and meaningful feedback; 

• Provide help and support prior to completion of homework if required; 

• Any relevant intervention required is actioned; 

• Inform the parents, Head of Department and form tutor as appropriate, when problems 

arise. 


