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Pupil Premium Strategy Statement 2021-2022 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Ortu Hassenbrook 
Academy 

Number of pupils in school  586 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 31.38% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021/22, 2022/23, 
2023/24 

Date this statement was published November 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed December 2022 

Statement authorised by Mrs Sally Feeney 

Pupil premium lead Mr Malcolm Hughes 

Governor / Trustee lead Mr Rob Harman 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £169,990.00 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £27,260.00 (188 x £145) 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0.00 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£197,250.00 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

To ensure that disadvantaged pupils have equality of opportunity within their education 

enabling them to achieve excellent outcomes and equip them with the cultural capital, 

aspiration and confidence to be successful in adult life. We work hard to prepare all 

pupils with a challenging learning experience, based around a personalised curriculum, 

taught by specialist teachers with a range of educational opportunities and a great deal 

of support, care and information, advice and guidance. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 A number of disadvantaged pupils have lower literacy skills than their peers. 
The average reading ages for Yr 7 and 8 are: 

                  PP           Non PP          Difference 

Year 7       12.04       12.14             0.1 

Year 8       13.07       13.35             0.28 

2 Disadvantaged pupils in specific subjects are making less progress that their 
peers from a similar attainment band 
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3 Low aspiration, self-esteem and lack of confidence for a number of 
disadvantaged pupils is leading to slightly higher incidents of poor behaviour 
and inadequate work. 

 

 PP Non PP 

Isolation 97 46% 113 54% 

FTE 14 54% 12 46% 

     

 

 

 

 

 

4 Parental engagement with the school and the home relationship needs to be 
strengthened with a number of pupil premium pupils, to ensure they gain 
strong outcomes 

5 Percentage attendance 2020/21 

 

                  PP               Non PP 

Year 7       91.68%        94.9% 

Year 8       92.29%        93.7% 

Year 9       90.41%        94.4% 

Year 10     92.02%        93.8% 

Year 11     83.91%        91.7% 

 

Total          90.15%        93.7% 

 

 

Persistent absence for non-PP pupils is 12.3% against 28.5% for just PP 
pupils 

6 High mobility of PP pupils 

7 Impact of Covid 19 and Lockdowns have had a disproportionate effect on PP 
pupils compared to their peers 
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

High levels of progress in literacy for pupils 
eligible for pupil premium 

● Work scrutiny, QLAs will show 
evidence of extended writing that 
has been planned and structured in 
line with age related expectations 

● Reading ages will be in line with non-
disadvantaged peers 

● Pupils will have the skills to tackle 
challenging texts suitable for their 
chronological age and decode 
examination questions enabling 
them to become capable learners at 
KS3 and achieve excellent outcomes 
at KS4 

 

Improved attainment among disadvantaged 
pupils across the curriculum at the end of 
KS4 so that they are in line with peers from 
similar attainment bands 

● Progress and attainment of pupil 
premium pupils currently in school 
and at GCSE are in line with their 
non disadvantaged peers and any 
differences between pupil premium 
pupils and ‘national other’ pupils are 
diminishing 

● Work scrutiny shows pupil premium 
pupils have high levels of challenge 
in their learning which demonstrates 
good or better progress 

● Work scrutiny shows no discernible 

difference in quality and volume of 

work between PP and non-PP pupils 

Improve engagement of the parents of the PP 
pupils 

● Attendance at parents evening for PP 

pupils is in line with peers 

Improve reading comprehension among 
disadvantaged at KS3 

● Reading ages of PPD students in KS3 
to be in line with non PP pupils 

● Reading ages of PPD students in KS4 
to be in line with non PP pupils 

● Reading proficiency to be in line with 
non PP pupils 

 

Reduce incidents of poor behaviour and 
increase quality of work by developing higher 
aspirations 

● Pupils are confident, independent 
learners, with positive attitudes to 
learning as evidenced in quality 
assurance (pupil & staff voice and 
work scrutiny) 

● Increased participation in 
extracurricular activities 
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● Increased proportions of pupil 
premium pupils progress to a range of 
higher education establishments, 
employment or training 

● Incidences of poor behaviour reduce 
term on term 

 

Improve attendance rates of PP pupils ● Attendance is above 95% for 
disadvantaged pupils 

● Persistent absence (26%) is in line 
with non disadvantaged peers at 17% 

 

 

Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £64,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Quality First Teaching: 
Lead Practitioners 
taking key groups 

Supporting the Attainment of 
Disadvantaged Pupils (DFE, 2015) 
suggests high quality teaching as a key 
aspect of successful schools. 

 

1, 2 

Recruitment and 
retention of specialist 
teachers 

Research reported by the DfE (2016) 
suggest that student attainment in core 
subjects such as maths is greater when 
delivered by a specialist teacher 

1, 2 

Rosenshine Principles 
of instruction CPD 

Cognitive strategies including subject-
specific strategies or memorisation 
techniques are fundamental to effective, 
quality teaching (EEF 2018) 

2 

Cross curricular links  
Cross-curricular links support an 
understanding of context, for example 
historical context in English literature or 
Drama, music. 

1, 2 
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Use of Literacy co-
ordinator to improve 
reading comprehension 

Evidence suggests that reading 
comprehension approaches need to be 
tailored to pupils’ current reading 
capabilities, so it is important that 
teachers receive professional 
development in effective diagnosis as 
well as training in the use of particular 
techniques and materials (Queen's 
University Belfast 2019) 

1 

 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 120,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Proximity 24/7 
Mentoring 

Evidence from the EEF (2019) suggests 
that “pupils from disadvantaged 
backgrounds show low engagement 
with or have low expectations of 
schooling. Mentoring interventions may 
be more beneficial for these pupils, as 
the development of trusting 
relationships with an adult or older peer 
can provide a different source of 
support”. 

3 

Emma Smith 
Intervention sessions – 
Yr 11 

EEF Tookit (2021) suggest that small 
group tuition as a +4 months benefit 
and 1:1 tuition can have a benefit of +5 
months 

3, 5 

National Tutoring 
Program 

EEF Tookit (2021) suggest that small 
group tuition as a +4 months benefit 
and 1:1 tuition can have a benefit of +5 
months 

2, 5 

Structured Subject 
Intervention 

Small group tuition approaches can 
support pupils to make effective 
progress by providing intensive, 
targeted academic support to those 
identified as having low prior attainment 
or at risk of falling behind (NFER 2015) 

2, 3, 5 

Kingswood Residential Evidence shows that small group tuition 
is effective and, as a rule of thumb, the 
smaller the group the better. Some 
studies suggest that greater feedback 
from the teacher, more sustained the 
engagement in smaller groups, or work 

2 
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which is more closely matched to 
learners’ needs explains this impact. 
(EEF 2019) 

Lexonic Literacy 
Intervention 

The average impact of reading 
comprehension strategies is an additional 
six months’ progress over the course of a 
year. Successful reading comprehension 
approaches allow activities to be carefully 
tailored to pupils’ reading capabilities, and 
involve activities and texts that provide an 
effective, but not overwhelming, challenge 
(EEF 2019) 

1 

Half term and Summer 
Universities 

On average, evidence suggests that 
pupils who attend a summer school 
make approximately three additional 
months’ progress compared to similar 
pupils who do not attend a summer 
school. Greater impact can be achieved 
when summer schools are intensive, 
well-resourced, and involve small group 
or one to one teaching by trained and 
experienced teachers. 

(EEF 2019) 

2, 5 

IAG Lead trained to 
Level 7 

CEC Report (2020) highlights the 
importance of careers guidance. Effect 
sizes report by Hattie (2016) show that 
careers interventions have an effect 
size of +0.38 and are likely to have a 
positive effect on student achievement 

1, 3 

Forest School Small group tuition approaches can 
support pupils to make effective 
progress by providing targeted support 
to those identified as having low prior 
attainment or at risk of falling behind 
(NFER 2015) 

1, 3, 5 

Parent information 
evenings  

The average impact of the parental 
engagement approaches is about an 
additional four months’ progress over 
the course of a year. There are also 
higher impacts for pupils with low prior 
attainment (EEF 2019) 

4 

 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 12,000 
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Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Breakfast club and 
homework club 

Pupils eligible for free school meals 
typically receive additional benefits from 
homework. Homework clubs can help to 
overcome these barriers by offering 
pupils the resources and support 
needed to undertake homework or 
revision (Institute for Effective 
Education, 2017) 

5 

High quality pastoral 
care and mentoring and 
support for vulnerable 
pupils 

EEF Toolkit (2021) reports that 
mentoring has a +2 months benefit to 
students 

Evidence suggests that, on average, 
behaviour interventions can produce 
moderate improvements in academic 
performance along with a decrease in 
problematic behaviours 

(University of Cambridge, 2019). 

2, 3, 4, 5 

Use of HUB Small group tuition approaches can 
support pupils to make effective 
progress by providing intensive, 
targeted academic support to those 
identified as having low prior attainment 
or at risk of falling behind (NFER 2015) 

The average impact of behaviour 

interventions is four additional months’ 

progress over the course of a year. 

Evidence suggests that, on average, 

behaviour interventions can produce 

moderate improvements in academic 

performance along with a decrease in 

problematic behaviours 

(University of Cambridge, 2019). 

3, 4, 5 

Subsidies for pupils 
requiring financial 
support with school 
trips and other 
resources 

Attendance is boosted by subsidy of 
transport into school, this reduces the 
disadvantage in attendance of 
financially disadvantaged. Similarly with 
uniform purchase.children.(Disparity 
report, 2021) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Attendance team 
tracking 

“There's a clear link between poor 
attendance and lower academic 
achievement and pupils with persistent 
absence are less likely to stay in 
education” (DFE,2019) 

5 

Thurrock Music 
Services 

Music tuition is offered at half-price for 
all PP pupils with OHA subsidising the 
other half, therefore allowing PP pupils 
to learn to paly an instrument. At KS4 
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those PP pupils who take music then 
music tuition is free for the 5 terms. 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 196,670 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

Due to COVID-19, performance measures have not been published for 2020 to 2021, 

and 2020 to 2021 results will not be used to hold schools to account. Given this, please 

point to any other pupil evaluations undertaken during the 2020 to 2021 academic year, 

for example, standardised teacher administered tests or diagnostic assessments such 

as rubrics or scales. 

If last year marked the end of a previous pupil premium strategy plan, what is your 

assessment of how successfully the intended outcomes of that plan were met?  

 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

MADE/MADE + Proximity  

Forest Schools Thurrock Council 

Tuition Talent Ed 

Respect project Essex Boys and Girls Club 

Music Tuition Thurrock Music Services 
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Further information (optional) 

Use of Lexonik reading recovery for all KS3 students who are under their chronological 

reading age 

Differentiated curriculum in English for low ability year 7 and 8 to support literacy. 

Our extra curricular offer is an entitlement for all students and creates rich esteeming 

experiences. 

Quality first teaching and the timetabling of PPG students taught by our best teachers.  

 

 


