
Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 
Opportunity through learning 

   

 
 

 

 

 

Teaching & Learning 

Protocol 

2021/22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ortu Hassenbrook Academy 
Opportunity through learning 

   

 
 

AIMS: 

To ensure a culture of effective teaching and learning across the academy, with an aim to provide every 

student with access to an excellent quality of education. 

 

PRINCIPLES: 

Ortu Hassenbrook Academy is a small, thriving academy where every student matters. Pupils are encouraged 

to think independently, laterally and creatively in order to problem solve and develop an active role in their 

own learning. Teaching is regularly reviewed, and students are encouraged to recall, articulate, and apply past 

learning. This is systemic across all curriculum areas. Students are presented with differentiated learning at all 

levels allowing for all pupils to have fair access to the curriculum. The curriculum is underpinned by cross-

curricular threads designed to provide a clear and systematized focus on a range of key skills across all 

curriculum areas. Thus, the explicit teaching of literacy, focus on SMSC, and other cross-curricular links aim to 

provide students at Hassenbrook with a broad, balanced and valuable learning experience.  

 

RATIONALE AND SYSTEMS 

As an academy, we believe in raising independent and confident learners through a variety of strategies.  

• Assessment for learning systems such as peer and self-assessment, and the use of target banks and 

success criteria to identify strengths and areas for development; 

• The use of DPR (Dynamic Progress Reporting) to track and monitor progress; 

• Flipped learning to enable learners to make great ownership over their own learning; 

• Use of Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction such as: 

o Regular review of past learning in class, and through homework; 

o Chunking of lesson content; 

o Modelling and scaffolding; 

o Paired talk; 

•  Differentiation at all stages to ensure all learners can access curriculum effectively, and receive 

appropriate challenge; 

• A specialised programme for Higher Ability pupils to ensure relevant challenge and independence; 

• Explicit teaching of vocabulary through the LEXONIK programme and through literacy form time 

activities;  

• Explicit teaching of punctuation and grammar through English lessons and through cross-curricular 

literacy activities; 

• Explicit teaching of planning and writing through cross-curricular literacy activities and the use of 

trained cross-curricular literacy champions; 

• A range of reading strategies such as: 

o Library lessons; 

o Lexonik; 

o Library clubs and book clubs; 

• A strategically planned curriculum which is mapped and sequenced to ensure students are able to 

develop the relevant knowledge and skills effectively; 

• The use of cross-curricular threads which aim to develop well-rounded students with a wide breadth 

of knowledge which enhances their learning experience and enables them to transfer and apply 

knowledge and skills effectively; 

• The use of regular formative and summative assessments which enable teachers to monitor progress 

effectively, and through the use of DPR which enables and encourages the use of regular formative 

assessment; 

• The use of targeted interventions to ensure students are properly and effectively supported 

• The use of cross-curricular literacy initiatives to underpin learning and access to the wider, whole 

school curriculum  
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LESSON PROTOCOLS 

Start of lessons 

• As part of our good to great practice, all teachers are expected to be punctual to lessons, 

and meet and greet students at the door; 

• Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary are shared with class as standard, daily practice; 

• Lessons begin with the 5 a day retrieval activity, and the use of the trust template should be 

visible; 

• Students are made aware of the Key Outcomes attached to the lesson; 

• Teachers ensure lessons have broad lesson objectives which do not impede student ability 

or learning, and share these at the start, providing a clear context for the lesson, outlining 

how it links to previous and future learning, and exam criteria and specifications. 

 

During lessons 

• Teacher expectations are high, and a calm and positive environment is prevalent; 

• Any incidents of poor behaviour are dealt with promptly and appropriately; 

• There is ample use of praise and rewards for academic achievements and positive 

behaviour; 

• Clear and effective use of modelling is visible in lessons and/or in books; 

• Appropriate levels of challenge and support is seen; 

• There is evidence of relevant and appropriate differentiation; 

• Where relevant, use of a range of independent and deep thinking activities are evident to 

ensure Higher Ability pupils are appropriately challenged; 

• Effective and appropriate pace throughout; 

• Teachers demonstrate a broad repertoire of AFL strategies to assess pupil learning; 

• Where necessary, teachers address misconceptions or misunderstandings, through one to 

one verbal feedback or whole class review; 

• Carefully planned and sequenced lessons to ensure effective engagement and learning is 

part of daily practice. 

• Each lesson contains elements of Rosenshine’s Principles of Teaching: regular reviews, 

quizzes, chunking, modelling, deliberate practice; 

• Sufficient evidence of extended writing or practice provided in every lesson. 

 

End of lessons 

• All lessons should contain a plenary to assess and summarise learning. 
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Marking and Feedback:  

At Ortu Hassenbrook Academy, we recognise the acute value of marking and feedback and the key 

role it plays in student progress. Therefore, it is expected that all teachers adhere to the following 

marking protocols as outlined in the academy marking protocol: 

• Feedback needs to impactful and enable students to make effective progress; 

• Immediate, verbal feedback is recognised as the predominant driver for improvement and is 

expected to be part of every lesson for every student; 

• Frequent use of DPR in Years 7 to 10, in order to provide formative feedback, and to ensure 

continued pupil progress;  

• Formative feedback through DPR should be updated at least once every half-term in order to 

ensure timely, targeted intervention. 

• Summative assessments are to be carried out once every term, with clear outlined targets to 

ensure students are aware of their next steps to progress;   

• Patterns of misconceptions should be addressed at whole class level in order to ensure all 

students understand content and are confident with key skills prior to moving on; 

• All Summative assessments should be followed by an extended green penning exercise in 

order to address errors and misconceptions; this could be planned as a starter activity 

following feedback; 

• Tick and flick is not required for notes taken in class. 

• The expectation is that EMS will update the RAG ratings on the DPR bi-weekly and all other 

twice per half term.  This can happen in real time during the lesson and this should be 

encouraged. 

 

 

Homework 

• Homework is set in accordance with school protocol. 

• Homework for Years 7-10 must be set on DPR. 

• Year 11 homework to be set via google classrooms. 

 


